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Winchester, Remington, Ithaca Gun Company, Stevens, Savage, Mossberg,
Benelli, and other gun manufacturers have produced a range of combat shotguns
for US armed forces. When a soldier must face multiple opponents at close
quarters, few weapons can match the shotgun. From World War I to the War on
Terror, the shotgun has been a devastating weapon in the hands of US troops. For
urban combat, prisoner control, and shipboard operations it remains as deadly
today as it was a century ago.

Early combat shotguns were basically sawed-off versions of the double-barreled
shotguns used for sporting purposes. The Winchester Model 97 slide-action
shotgun, first used in 20in-barreled "riot gun" form during the Philippine
Insurrection, would remain in service in one form or another at least until the
Vietnam War. During World War I shotguns were obtained in "riot gun" versions
and also in "trench gun" versions (trench guns had a ventilated handguard added
that allowed the mounting of a bayonet; riot guns did not have this feature).
Joining the Model 97 as trench guns were the Winchester Model 12 and
Remington Model 10, while these slide-action weapons plus the Remington
Model 11, a semi-automatic, also served as riot-guns. So effective was the trench
shotgun that Germans claimed it was inhumane and violated the "Rules of War",
threatening to execute troops captured carrying a shotgun.

The various Banana Wars saw the use of World War I military shotguns still in
the armories. During World War II, Winchester Model 12 and Model 97 trench
and riot guns were joined by the Ithaca Model 37, Remington Model 11 and
Model 31, Stevens Models 520-30 and 620A, and Savage Model 720. The US
Marines found the shotgun useful for the close combat they encountered in the
jungles during World War II, in humid conditions that necessitated the
development of military brass-case shotgun shells, while OSS agents found
single-shot shotguns useful for arming guerillas in Burma, the Philippines, and
elsewhere.

During the Korean and Vietnam Wars the same types of shotguns deployed
during World War II were used, though some additional models were acquired as
riot guns, including the Remington Model 870, Savage Model 77E, Winchester
Model 1200, and Winchester Model 25. In Vietnam shotguns were used by point
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men and others on patrol, while members of the US Navy SEALs especially liked
shotguns for launching ambushes in the Mekong Delta.

During the period since the First Gulf War new combat shotguns have been
adopted by the US military, such as the Mossberg 500 series, including one
trench-gun model, and the Benelli 1014. More recently during the War on Terror,
shotguns have been used to clear cave complexes in Afghanistan and buildings in
Iraq, but especially to blow doors open during entries and searches.

Featuring specially commissioned full-color artwork, this is the story of the
origins, development and use of the combat shotgun in US service, from the
trenches of World War I to the cave complexes of Afghanistan.
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Winchester, Remington, Ithaca Gun Company, Stevens, Savage, Mossberg, Benelli, and other gun
manufacturers have produced a range of combat shotguns for US armed forces. When a soldier must face
multiple opponents at close quarters, few weapons can match the shotgun. From World War I to the War on
Terror, the shotgun has been a devastating weapon in the hands of US troops. For urban combat, prisoner
control, and shipboard operations it remains as deadly today as it was a century ago.

Early combat shotguns were basically sawed-off versions of the double-barreled shotguns used for sporting
purposes. The Winchester Model 97 slide-action shotgun, first used in 20in-barreled "riot gun" form during
the Philippine Insurrection, would remain in service in one form or another at least until the Vietnam War.
During World War I shotguns were obtained in "riot gun" versions and also in "trench gun" versions (trench
guns had a ventilated handguard added that allowed the mounting of a bayonet; riot guns did not have this
feature). Joining the Model 97 as trench guns were the Winchester Model 12 and Remington Model 10,
while these slide-action weapons plus the Remington Model 11, a semi-automatic, also served as riot-guns.
So effective was the trench shotgun that Germans claimed it was inhumane and violated the "Rules of War",
threatening to execute troops captured carrying a shotgun.

The various Banana Wars saw the use of World War I military shotguns still in the armories. During World
War II, Winchester Model 12 and Model 97 trench and riot guns were joined by the Ithaca Model 37,
Remington Model 11 and Model 31, Stevens Models 520-30 and 620A, and Savage Model 720. The US
Marines found the shotgun useful for the close combat they encountered in the jungles during World War II,
in humid conditions that necessitated the development of military brass-case shotgun shells, while OSS
agents found single-shot shotguns useful for arming guerillas in Burma, the Philippines, and elsewhere.

During the Korean and Vietnam Wars the same types of shotguns deployed during World War II were used,
though some additional models were acquired as riot guns, including the Remington Model 870, Savage
Model 77E, Winchester Model 1200, and Winchester Model 25. In Vietnam shotguns were used by point
men and others on patrol, while members of the US Navy SEALs especially liked shotguns for launching
ambushes in the Mekong Delta.

During the period since the First Gulf War new combat shotguns have been adopted by the US military, such
as the Mossberg 500 series, including one trench-gun model, and the Benelli 1014. More recently during the
War on Terror, shotguns have been used to clear cave complexes in Afghanistan and buildings in Iraq, but
especially to blow doors open during entries and searches.

Featuring specially commissioned full-color artwork, this is the story of the origins, development and use of
the combat shotgun in US service, from the trenches of World War I to the cave complexes of Afghanistan.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Leroy Thompson has trained and advised military and police special operations units around the world,
focusing especially on the tactical use of firearms. He has previously had over 30 books published including
Great Combat Handguns, and appeared as a weapons expert on documentaries for Discovery, National
Geographic and the BBC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called US
Combat Shotguns (Weapon)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have different opinion?

Mary Rohan:

Here thing why this particular US Combat Shotguns (Weapon) are different and trusted to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. US Combat Shotguns (Weapon) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no reserve that similar with US Combat Shotguns (Weapon). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can
be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of US
Combat Shotguns (Weapon) in e-book can be your alternative.

Jamie Hernandez:

Precisely why? Because this US Combat Shotguns (Weapon) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.



Ronald Karl:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled US Combat
Shotguns (Weapon) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book
then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The US Combat
Shotguns (Weapon) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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