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In recent years, Iran has gained attention mostly for negative reasons—its
authoritarian religious government, disputed nuclear program, and controversial
role in the Middle East—but there is much more to the story of this ancient land
than can be gleaned from the news. This authoritative and comprehensive history
of Iran, written by Homa Katouzian, an acclaimed expert, covers the entire
history of the area from the ancient Persian Empire to today’s Iranian state.

Writing from an Iranian rather than a European perspective, Katouzian integrates
the significant cultural and literary history of Iran with its political and social
history. Some of the greatest poets of human history wrote in Persian—among
them Rumi, Omar Khayyam, and Saadi—and Katouzian discusses and
occasionally quotes their work. In histhoughtful analysis of Iranian society,
Katouzian argues that the absolute and arbitrary power traditionally enjoyed by
Persian/Iranian rulers has resulted in an unstable society where fear and short-
term thinking dominate. A magisterial history, this book also serves as an
excellent background to the role of Iran in the contemporary world.
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In recent years, Iran has gained attention mostly for negative reasons—its authoritarian religious
government, disputed nuclear program, and controversial role in the Middle East—but there is much more to
the story of this ancient land than can be gleaned from the news. This authoritative and comprehensive
history of Iran, written by Homa Katouzian, an acclaimed expert, covers the entire history of the areafrom
the ancient Persian Empire to today’ s Iranian state.

Writing from an Iranian rather than a European perspective, Katouzian integrates the significant cultural and
literary history of Iran with its political and socia history. Some of the greatest poets of human history wrote
in Persian—among them Rumi, Omar Khayyam, and Saadi—and Katouzian discusses and occasionally
guotes their work. In his thoughtful analysis of Iranian society, Katouzian argues that the absolute and
arbitrary power traditionally enjoyed by Persian/Iranian rulers has resulted in an unstable society where fear
and short-term thinking dominate. A magisterial history, this book also serves as an excellent background to
therole of Iran in the contemporary world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"'‘Maybe the broadest and best overview available in English of a country which we need urgently to
understand better. It should be required holiday reading in the Foreign Office, and maybe the White House
too.' Stephen Howe, The Independent 'Katouzian is a convincing analyst of Iranian history.' Robert Carver,
The Tablet"

About the Author

Homa Katouzian, a native of Iran, teaches Iranian history and Persian literature at St. Antony’s College and
the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford. Heis also editor of the journal Iranian Sudies.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Maria Antoine

The guide with title The Persians: Ancient, Mediaeval and Modern Iran includes alot of information that you
can understand it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you inside new era of the the
positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

L averne Dunbar:

The actual book The Persians: Ancient, Mediaeval and Modern Iran has alot details on it. So when you read
this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

John Martindale:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by itsinclude may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Persians: Ancient, Mediaeval and Modern Iran why
because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually.
Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.



Suzanne Robbins:

This The Persians: Ancient, Mediaeval and Modern Iran is great guide for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences
withinit. Soif you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
Persians. Ancient, Mediaeval and Modern Iran in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info init is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this
guide already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt which?
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