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From the renowned author of The Rough-Face Girl comes an exquisitely
rendered version of one of India's best-loved tales about what it means to be a
king. In the heart of Benares, on the banks of the river Ganges, stands a tree with
fruit so perfect it can only be called treasure. How the tree got there is a tale of
two rulers--one selfish and proud, one generous and brave--one a man and one a
monkey. Having studied the Buddhist tradition for decades, Martin is at his
lyrical best in this fable of how a human king's greed puts a tribe of monkeys in
mortal danger, while a monkey king's sacrifice restores peace to his kingdom.
Exquisitely illustrated with watercolor and gouache paintings in the authentic
style of Indian and Persian miniatures, The Monkey Bridge has something
important to say about the nature of true nobility and leadership.  
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From the renowned author of The Rough-Face Girl comes an exquisitely rendered version of one of India's
best-loved tales about what it means to be a king. In the heart of Benares, on the banks of the river Ganges,
stands a tree with fruit so perfect it can only be called treasure. How the tree got there is a tale of two rulers--
one selfish and proud, one generous and brave--one a man and one a monkey. Having studied the Buddhist
tradition for decades, Martin is at his lyrical best in this fable of how a human king's greed puts a tribe of
monkeys in mortal danger, while a monkey king's sacrifice restores peace to his kingdom. Exquisitely
illustrated with watercolor and gouache paintings in the authentic style of Indian and Persian miniatures, The
Monkey Bridge has something important to say about the nature of true nobility and leadership.  
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 4. A retelling of a traditional jataka tale, in which Buddha, in the form of an animal,
exerts himself "to inspire greater wisdom and compassion." In this age-old story set in Benares, India, the
Monkey King is willing to make the ultimate sacrifice to save his people. At the center of the strife is the
fruit of the Treasure Tree, which bears a strong resemblance to the pomegranate. A greedy human king
comes into possession of one of the fruits and vows to find its source. He encounters the Monkey King, who,
through his compassion and bravery, teaches the man valuable lessons in leadership and sharing. The
retelling itself is awkward in spots, e.g., "One day the Monkey King realized: any fruit that fell from the
Treasure Tree into the river would be carried swiftly downstream." With their decorative borders and bright
colors, Amiri's lavish paintings have a Persian quality; since India was ruled by Muslim kings during
Buddha's lifetime, the illustrations are appropriate. However, the larger size and dark coloring of the Monkey
King seems rather incongruous with the smaller, honey-colored monkey subjects. Minor points aside, Martin
successfully brings this brightly illustrated story about the meaning of true nobility to a new
audience.?Mollie Bynum, formerly at Chester Valley Elementary School, Anchorage, AK
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Ages 6^-9. A tribe of monkeys, led by a monkey king, lives in a most magnificent tree, a tree that grows fruit
more aromatic and delicious than any other. When people, who live in a nearby kingdom, discover the
wonders of the tree, trouble begins. The human king wants the tree all for himself and sends his bowmen
with their weapons. When confronted with arrows, the monkey king uses his own body to help his subjects
escape. In this traditional Buddhist folktale from India, humans learn from the animals: the monkey king's
action and wisdom serve as a model for the king of the humans. Amiri's detailed, richly colored illustrations
convey a distinct sense of place. Young children will enjoy spotting the monkeys spilling over the decorative
borders, and the convincing story line and large cast of supporting characters make this an excellent choice
for readers' theater or creative drama. Karen Morgan

From Kirkus Reviews
A Buddhist jataka tale shows how the unselfish behavior of a monkey king inspires a selfish human ruler to
become more generous. The monkey king and his subjects live in a tree whose fruit is indescribably
delicious. Despite their efforts to protect the fruit, an apple falls into the river Ganges and escapes, only to be
discovered by the human king. One bite sets him rowing in search of the fruit tree. When the human king
spies it, and its inhabitants, his bowmen draw their arrows. But the monkey king stretches his body across the
water forming a bridge so his subjects can escape. The human king is so moved by the monkey king's
behavior that he rescues him and agrees to forget the tree and the taste of its fruit. In turn, the monkey king
gives away a seed of the tree, which in time grows to bear fruit of its own. The illustrations mimic the style
of Indian miniatures, but are larger and more expressive; these monkeys aren't decorative--they kiss, tickle,
and groom each other. Their individuality suits this lyrical story and its emphasis not on a leader's rank, but
on the qualities of the leader that prove him deserving of his position. (Picture book/folklore. 4-7) --
Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Phyllis Branson:

The experience that you get from The Monkey Bridge will be the more deep you searching the information
that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but The Monkey Bridge giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy
to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this kind of The Monkey Bridge instantly.

Robert Gibson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Monkey Bridge your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The
The Monkey Bridge giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kenny Crowther:

The book untitled The Monkey Bridge contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice read.

Meredith Bailey:

This The Monkey Bridge is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Monkey Bridge can be the light food
for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with
knowledge.
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