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THE ELEMENTS OF REASONING is a concise and lucid introduction to the
basic elements of argumentative prose and the conceptual tools necessary to
understand, analyze, criticize, and construct arguments. This text is not only
perfect for a college course in argument analysis, but also as a reference tool
when confronted with arguments outside the classroom experience. While THE
ELEMENTS OF REASONING covers the standard formal tools of introductory
logic, its emphasis is on practical applications to the kinds of arguments students
most often encounter.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I would adopt this textbook in a heartbeat for a class on critical thinking. I am impressed with how much is
accomplished in a slim volume. The clarity of writing is one of the great strengths of this text."-- Elizabeth
Meade , Cedar Crest College

"As a foundational guide to reasoning, Munson and Black's effort in this edition is commendable - well
organized, filled with timely examples, and weighted with the clearest and most substantive content that I
have seen in such a textbook."-- Jason Black , University of Alabama

About the Author
Ronald Munson is Professor of Philosophy of Science and Medicine at the University of Missouri-St. Louis
and a nationally acclaimed bioethicist. After receiving his Ph.D. from Columbia University, he was a
Postdoctoral Fellow in Biology at Harvard University and a Visiting Fellow at the Harvard Medical School.
Munson has served as a bioethicist for the National Eye Institute and the National Cancer Institute, as an
editor for the AMERICAN JOURANAL OF SURGERY, and as a member of the Washington University
Human Studies Committee. Munson's other books include RAISING THE DEAD: ORGAN
TRANSPLANTS, ETHICS, AND SOCIETY, THE WOMAN WHO DECIDED TO DIE: CHALLENGES
AND CHOICES AT THE EDGES OF MEDICINE, REASONING IN MEDICINE, and ELEMENTS OF
REASONING, 7e (with Andrew Black). He is also the author of the novels NOTHING HUMAN, FAN
MAIL, NIGHT VISION, and THE HARVARD GAME.

Andrew Black was educated at University College, London, and University of Massachusetts, Amherst, from
which he received his Ph.D. He taught at Dartmouth College and Southern Illinois University, Carbondale,
and is currently Teaching Professor at University of Missouri-St. Louis, where he has taught since 1999. He
has published in the areas of history of philosophy and epistemology and is the writer and presenter of the
educational television series Great Philosophers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Elements of Reasoning. You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The Elements of Reasoning.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's examine.

David Cain:

The particular book The Elements of Reasoning has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can



get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to
write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Roberta Swinton:

You will get this The Elements of Reasoning by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern
era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Robert Knight:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just searching for the The Elements of Reasoning when you desired it?
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