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A critically acclaimed tearjerker from a master storyteller: On one side of the
border is brutality and heartache; on the other side--a new life.

14yo Manny is an orphan in Juarez, Mexico. He competes with his bigger,
meaner rivals for the coins American tourists throw off the bridge between Texas
and his town. Across that heavily guarded bridge await a different world and a
better existence.
On the night when Manny dares the crossing--through the muddy shallows of the
Rio Grande, past the searchlights and the border patrol--the young man
encounters an old stranger who could prove to be an ally or an enemy. Manny
can't tell for certain. But if he is to achieve his dream, then he must be willing to
risk everything--even his life.
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14yo Manny is an orphan in Juarez, Mexico. He competes with his bigger, meaner rivals for the coins
American tourists throw off the bridge between Texas and his town. Across that heavily guarded bridge
await a different world and a better existence.
On the night when Manny dares the crossing--through the muddy shallows of the Rio Grande, past the
searchlights and the border patrol--the young man encounters an old stranger who could prove to be an ally
or an enemy. Manny can't tell for certain. But if he is to achieve his dream, then he must be willing to risk
everything--even his life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Paulsen's latest novel is as ugly as a bad dream. Unfortunately, it's not a dream, but a potent expression of the
brutal realities of a bridge that joins the golden highways of "el norte" (the U.S.) and the mud streets of
neighboring Mexico. Young Manny wants to cross the bridge to the land of dreams and opportunity.
Sargeant Locke, in turn, crosses the border from Fort Bliss, Tex., for a night in Juarez. There he drinks
himself into a "brain dead" state to keep the ghosts of departed friends from coming to visit. Somewhere
between misery and ugliness these two meet; both of them, on the periphery of normal living, are joined in a
fateful, violent act that provides one with life and hope, and the other the chance to give, without giving up.
Paulsen overburdens young readers with the harsh facts of a grown-up's perspective. But any work by such a
proficient writer, who invokes a powerful sense of the tragic in readers young and old, is welcomewelcome
indeed. A Richard Jackson Book. Ages 11-13.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 8-12 Manny is a small Mexican street boy in Juarez, an orphan who survives by using his wits and his
speed against other desperate boys, against the evil street men who would kill or sell him, against starvation
and death. Manny has only one chance to survive, and that means crossing the river into the United States, an
incredibly dangerous undertaking for a small boy alone. Robert is a sergeant in the Army. His whole life
consists of being a good officer during the day and surviving his haunted nights by drinking himself into
oblivion. Robert is haunted by dead friends, gruesomely killed in war. Manny and Robert meet when the
sergeant is being sick behind a bar and Manny tries to lift his wallet. Manny doesn't succeed, but this is the
beginning of a relationship, brief and brutal, which leads to the sergeant's death and Manny's chance for
survival. (Readers may question what language is being spoken, as it is made clear that Robert speaks no
Spanish and Manny knows only enough English to hold a ``limited conversation.'' However, it shouldn't
matter, as the two have little verbal communication.) Paulsen creates a stark, moving portrait of Mexican
poverty and street life, of the desperation facing those who attempt ``the crossing.'' Like the relationship
between Robert and Manny, this book is brief and brutal but ends on a note of hope. The short length and
simple writing style should give this book special appeal for high-school students who are reluctant readers.
Rosie Peasley, Sylvan Union Sch . Dist . , Modesto, Calif.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher
"Paulsen is skilled at pace, incident and characterization, and he uses them to pull the reader to the
memorable--and powerful--last scene...Teenagers will not want to put it down."
--Kirkus Reviews

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

The book The Crossing make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book The Crossing for being your habit, you can



get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a book The Crossing. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Matthew Venegas:

This book untitled The Crossing to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Steven Resnick:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Crossing which is getting
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Jarred Chisolm:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the The Crossing when you desired it?
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