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It's the most daunting task many parents will ever face: bringing two growing
families together into one brand new marriage. But even though statistics show
that most remarriages are at high risk--especially when there are kids involved--
more and more people are learning how to make them work and more and more
kids are coming out of them with their psyches and souls intact. This honest and
hopeful book looks at those successes--and at some failures--to show what they
have in common: ten essential secretsthat are at the heart of a healthy blended
family.

As astepparent with six children in a blended family, Barbara LeBey draws on
her own family's hard-won success, as well as on extensive interviews and new
research to show how to navigate the stresses, sticking points, pitfalls and perils
most couples don't even anticipate. Starting with her first controversial secret--
that the new marriage comes first, even before the demands of the children--
LeBey debunks prevalent stepfamily myths and anticipates common traps.
(Among them, money issues, warring stepsiblings, and destructive exes.) A
strong advocate for children (including how to guard against fade-out parenting),
she also suggests ways that in-laws, schools, and the legal system itself could
provide better support for blended families. REmarried with Children isan
expert, compassionate, down-to-earth book to turn to over and over again for
advice, support and sanity.

Key topics include how to:

-Meet your children's and stepchildren’s needs--without letting them undermine
your new marriage

-Understand the new roles, new rules, and the new relationships for children and
stepchildren of ablended family

-Ded with angry and/or manipulative exes--without adding fuel to the fire
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-Handle key decisions about finances, religion, traditions, behavior and discipline

-Maintain healthy relationships with your children’'s grandparents--and other
relatives--from a previous marriage

-Recognize warning signs of trouble ahead--and get the help you need

From the Hardcover edition.
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It's the most daunting task many parents will ever face: bringing two growing families together into one
brand new marriage. But even though statistics show that most remarriages are at high risk--especially when
there are kids involved--more and more people are learning how to make them work and more and more kids
are coming out of them with their psyches and souls intact. This honest and hopeful book looks at those
successes--and at some failures--to show what they have in common: ten essential secretsthat are at the heart
of ahealthy blended family.

As a stepparent with six children in ablended family, Barbara LeBey draws on her own family's hard-won
success, as well as on extensive interviews and new research to show how to navigate the stresses, sticking
points, pitfalls and perils most couples don't even anticipate. Starting with her first controversial secret--that
the new marriage comes first, even before the demands of the children--LeBey debunks prevalent stepfamily
myths and anticipates common traps. (Among them, money issues, warring stepsiblings, and destructive
exes.) A strong advocate for children (including how to guard against fade-out parenting), she al so suggests
ways that in-laws, schools, and the legal system itself could provide better support for blended families.
REmarried with Children is an expert, compassionate, down-to-earth book to turn to over and over again for
advice, support and sanity.

Key topics include how to:
-Meet your children's and stepchildren’'s needs--without letting them undermine your new marriage

-Understand the new roles, new rules, and the new relationships for children and stepchildren of ablended
family

-Dea with angry and/or manipulative exes--without adding fuel to the fire
-Handle key decisions about finances, religion, traditions, behavior and discipline

-Maintain healthy relationships with your children's grandparents--and other relatives--from a previous
marriage

-Recognize warning signs of trouble ahead--and get the help you need

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

If mothers-in-law have a difficult reputation, then step-children could give the devil arun for hismoney. At
least that’ s the gist of this helpful, but ultimately disturbing look at the modern-day Brady Bunch. More than
half of American families now fall into the category of blended/extended, but the clans profiled by LeBey
(Family Estrangements) suggest that most are nowhere near as happy-go-lucky as the ones portrayed on TV.
Indeed, most of the titular 10 secrets that LeBey recommends revolve around handling the emations and
behavioral problems of children. LeBey counters conventional wisdom by recommending that couples put
their new marriage first, ahead of their children’s feelings. Only then, she says, will their union survive the
mael strom of cold shoulders, rebellion and even incestuous relations that erupt in children of newly blended
families. LeBey is no stranger to these perils herself, having weathered a remarriage and family blending
nearly 30 years ago. She speaks of her experiences infrequently, however, preferring to rely on the advice of
psychological studies, clergy, marriage counselors, teachers and other specialists. LeBey does occasionally
inject adose of sharp humor among her tips, and her book is peppered with lists (e.g., "How Do Y ou Know
If You're Dealing with a Lunatic Ex- Spouse?' and "Ten Traps for Prospective Stepmothers"). But most of
the book’ s value lies in its many anecdotes of families who’ ve survived their new incarnations; merely
reading about the problems overcome by many of them should be reassuring to anyone working on an
extended family. And while the couples featured are mostly dealing with the outcome of divorce, the chapter
devoted to widows, widowers and grieving children is both compassionate and useful.
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From the Inside Flap

It's the most daunting task many parents will ever face: bringing two growing families together into one
brand new marriage. But even though statistics show that most remarriages are at high risk--especially when
there are kids involved--more and more people are learning how to make them work and more and more kids
are coming out of them with their psyches and souls intact. This honest and hopeful book looks at those
successes--and at some failures--to show what they have in common: ten essential secretsthat are at the heart
of ahealthy blended family.

As a stepparent with six children in ablended family, Barbara LeBey draws on her own family's hard-won
success, as well as on extensive interviews and new research to show how to navigate the stresses, sticking
points, pitfalls and perils most couples don't even anticipate. Starting with her first controversial secret--that
the new marriage comes first, even before the demands of the children--LeBey debunks prevalent stepfamily
myths and anticipates common traps. (Among them, money issues, warring stepsiblings, and destructive
exes.) A strong advocate for children (including how to guard against fade-out parenting), she also suggests
ways that in-laws, schools, and the legal system itself could provide better support for blended families.
REmarried with Children is an expert, compassionate, down-to-earth book to turn to over and over again for
advice, support and sanity.

Key topics include how to:

-Meet your children's and stepchildren’s needs--without letting them undermine your new marriage
-Understand the new roles, new rules, and the new relationships for children and stepchildren of ablended
family

-Dea withangry and/or manipulative exes--without adding fuel to the fire

-Handle key decisions about finances, religion, traditions, behavior and discipline

-Maintain healthy relationships with your children’'s grandparents--and other relatives--from a previous
marriage



-Recognize warning signs of trouble ahead--and get the help you need
"From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author

Barbara LeBey isalawyer, former judge, and awife, mother, and grandmother. Her first book, Family
Estrangements, was featured in People magazine, aswell as on Good Morning Americaand The Today
Show. She lives with her husband in Atlanta, Georgia.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Phyllis Baudoin:

This Remarried with Children: Ten Secrets for Successfully Blending and Extending Y our Family tend to be
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Remarried with
Children: Ten Secrets for Successfully Blending and Extending Y our Family can be on the list of great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
amost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Remarried
with Children: Ten Secrets for Successfully Blending and Extending Y our Family forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day action. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Freddie Hoops:

The reserve with title Remarried with Children: Ten Secrets for Successfully Blending and Extending Y our
Family includes alot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book.
That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you with new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Warner Samuels:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Remarried with Children:
Ten Secrets for Successfully Blending and Extending Y our Family, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.



Brenda Fairfax:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. Remarried with Children: Ten Secrets for Successfully Blending and Extending Y our
Family can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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