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What did sex mean to the ancient Romans? In this lavishly illustrated study, John
R. Clarke investigates arich assortment of Roman erotic art to answer this
guestion—and along the way, he reveals a society quite different from our own.
Clarke reevaluates our understanding of Roman art and society in a study
informed by recent gender and cultural studies, and focusing for the first time on
attitudes toward the erotic among both the Roman non-elite and women. This
splendid volumeisthe first study of erotic art and sexuality to set these
works—many newly discovered and previously unpublished—in their ancient
context and the first to define the differences between modern and ancient
concepts of sexuality using clear visual evidence.

Roman artists pictured a great range of human sexual activities—far beyond
those mentioned in classical literature—including sex between men and women,
men and men, women and women, men and boys, threesomes, foursomes, and
more. Roman citizens paid artists to decorate expensive objects, such as silver
and cameo glass, with scenes of lovemaking. Erotic works were created for and
sold to a broad range of consumers, from the elite to the very poor, during a
period spanning the first century B.C. through the mid-third century of our era.
This erotic art was not hidden away, but was displayed proudly in homes as signs
of wealth and luxury. In public spaces, artists often depicted outrageous sexual
acrobatics to make people laugh.

Looking at Lovemaking depicts a sophisticated, pre-Christian society that placed
ahigh value on sexual pleasure and the art that represented it. Clarke shows how
this culture evolved within religious, social, and legal frameworks that were
vastly different from our own and contributes an original and controversial
chapter to the history of human sexuality.
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What did sex mean to the ancient Romans? In thislavishly illustrated study, John R. Clarke investigates a
rich assortment of Roman erotic art to answer this question—and along the way, he reveals a society quite
different from our own. Clarke reevaluates our understanding of Roman art and society in a study informed
by recent gender and cultural studies, and focusing for the first time on attitudes toward the erotic among
both the Roman non-elite and women. This splendid volume is the first study of erotic art and sexuality to set
these works—many newly discovered and previously unpublished—in their ancient context and the first to
define the differences between modern and ancient concepts of sexuality using clear visual evidence.

Roman artists pictured a great range of human sexual activities—far beyond those mentioned in classical
literature—including sex between men and women, men and men, women and women, men and boys,
threesomes, foursomes, and more. Roman citizens paid artists to decorate expensive objects, such as silver
and cameo glass, with scenes of lovemaking. Erotic works were created for and sold to a broad range of
consumers, from the elite to the very poor, during a period spanning the first century B.C. through the mid-
third century of our era. This erotic art was not hidden away, but was displayed proudly in homes as signs of
wealth and luxury. In public spaces, artists often depicted outrageous sexual acrobatics to make people
laugh.

Looking at Lovemaking depicts a sophisticated, pre-Christian society that placed a high value on sexual
pleasure and the art that represented it. Clarke shows how this culture evolved within religious, social, and
legal frameworks that were vastly different from our own and contributes an original and controversial
chapter to the history of human sexuality.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Clarke's exegisis of wall paintings from the so-called Suburban Baths, a Roman unisex locker room, is
worth the price of the book alone.”--"Lingua Franca

From the Inside Flap

"Clarke teaches us to think about how this art was understood and felt by those who lived with it in their
daily lives and he speculates that it might even reflect what the Romans actually did. Thisisthefirst
genuinely contextual and theoretically informed study we have of avast panoply of classical art about sex. It
will be an illuminating book for classicists, historians, and anybody else who finds lovemaking
interesting."—Thomas Laqueur, author of Making Sex

"There are few scholars as able to take on this material, as well versed in theories of sexuality, and as
comfortable dealing with both heterosexual and homoerotic content as Clarke. The topic istimely and the
execution is professional."—Natalie Kampen, Barnard College

"This book should attract not only classicists, but also scholars of sexuality in any field. Clarke succeeds
both in introducing little-known material and in defamiliarizing the familiar examples of erotic
art."—Anthony Corbeill, University of Kansas

"Looking at Lovemaking proves that the ancients were very different from you and me—that they saw sex
not primarily as procreation and never as sin but rather as sport, art, and pleasure, an activity full of humor,
tenderness and above all variety. John R. Clarke, by looking at Roman artifacts from several centuries
destined to be used by different social classes, revealsthat the erotic visual record isfar more varied, open-
minded and playful than are written moral strictures, which were narrowly formulated by the élite and for the
élite. Thisbook is at once discreet and bold—discreetly respectful of nuance and context, boldly clear in
drawing the widest possible conclusions about the malleability of human behavior. Clarke has, with
meticulous scholarship and a fresh approach, vindicated Foucault's revolutionary claims for the social
construction of sexuality."—Edmund White, author of The Beautiful Room is Empty

From the Back Cover

"Clarke teaches us to think about how this art was understood and felt by those who lived with it in their
daily lives and he speculates that it might even reflect what the Romans actually did. Thisisthefirst
genuinely contextual and theoretically informed study we have of avast panoply of classical art about sex. It
will be an illuminating book for classicists, historians, and anybody else who finds lovemaking interesting."-
-Thomas Laqueur, author of "Making Sex

"There are few scholars as able to take on this material, aswell versed in theories of sexuality, and as
comfortable dealing with both heterosexual and homoerotic content as Clarke. The topic istimely and the
execution is professiona.”--Natalie Kampen, Barnard College

"This book should attract not only classicists, but also scholars of sexuality in any field. Clarke succeeds
both in introducing little-known material and in defamiliarizing the familiar examples of erotic art."--
Anthony Corbeill, University of Kansas



""Looking at Lovemaking proves that the ancients were very different from you and me--that they saw sex
not primarily as procreation and never as sin but rather as sport, art, and pleasure, an activity full of humor,
tenderness and above all variety. John R. Clarke, by looking at Roman artifacts from several centuries
destined to be used by different social classes, reveals that the erotic "visual record is far more varied, open-
minded and playful than are "written moral strictures, which were narrowly formulated by the elite and for
the elite. Thisbook is at once discreet and bold--discreetly respectful of nuance and context, boldly clear in
drawing the widest possible conclusions about themalleability of human behavior. Clarke has, with
meticulous scholarship and a fresh approach, vindicated Foucault's revolutionary claims for the social
construction of sexuality."--Edmund White, author of "The Beautiful Room is Empty

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dan Maes:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in
Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading abook. So long aswe
know about how isimportant the book Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art,
100 B.C. - A.D. 250. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can open abook or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can
utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let'slearn.

Amanda Acuna:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here islook different you can
read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman
Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250 it is very good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book has high quality.

Shirley Williams:

The book untitled Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250
contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and also order it. Have anice read.



Mary Jacaobs:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in
Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250 was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250 has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
which.
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