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Statutes, judicial opinions, contracts, deeds, and wills profoundly affect our daily
lives, but their language tends to be often nearly impossible to understand. In this
lively history of legal language, Peter Tiersma slices through the thicket of
legalese, explaining where it comes from, why lawyers continue to cling to it,
and why it's doesn't have to be an inevitable feature of our legal system.

"Legal Language will resonate with lawyers . . . and any non-lawyer who has
waded through legal documents, or has tuned in to the latest trial on Court TV."--
Carmie D. Boccuzzi, Jr., Boston Book Review

"[A] masterful, highly readable, and enjoyable book. . . . Legal Language is truly
a fun book to read."--David Schultz, Law and Politics Book Review
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Tiersma (Loyola Law Sch.) has written an interesting descriptive history of how Anglo-American "legalese"
developed and continues to thrive as we move into the 21st century. He begins by tracing the roots of
legalistic terminology back to Celtic times and then details its expansion during the Anglo-Saxon era as
certain words were refined to minimize confusion and emphasize clarity. At the same time, this boom in
terminology set the legal profession apart from all others, thereby underscoring its social importance.
Tiersma contends that this dual nature of legal language profoundly affects the legal profession to this day.
To drive home this theme, he thoroughly examines several facets of legal communication, such as
anachronistic language, the wording of state and federal statutes, and even lawyer Johnnie Cochran's oral
defense of O.J. Simpson. A scholarly effort that will perhaps be valued more by linguists than by lawyers;
recommended for larger public and academic libraries.ASteven Anderson, Gordon Feinblatt Rothman
Hoffberger & Hollander, Towson, MD
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

The guide with title Legal Language has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented
the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone,
so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Brad Marcum:

Beside this kind of Legal Language in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Legal Language because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this?
Find this book as well as read it from today!

Mindy Marcotte:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top list in your reading list will be Legal Language. This book and that is qualified as



The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Daniel White:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Legal Language to make your reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the book Legal Language can to be
your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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