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The European Union has long portrayed itself as an international leader on
climate change. In this book, the first systematic assessment of Europe's claim to
climate leadership, Diarmuid Torney analyzes the EU's engagement with China
and India on climate policies from 1990 to the present.

Torney develops an analytical framework for assessing EU climate leadership
that charts the factors driving the EU's engagement with China and India, the
form of the engagement, and the Chinese and Indian response. He argues that EU
engagement was driven by a desire to build its international role, growing
concern regarding climate impacts, and an interest in the economic opportunities
provided by the transition to a low-carbon global economy. European
engagement with China and India took the form of institutionalized dialogue and
capacity-building, with more extensive contact with China than with India. He
finds little evidence of coherence between the EU's external climate change
policies and other policy areas. Indeed, the overriding priority in both
relationships was the deepening of trade.

Torney shows that China responded to the EU with limited normative emulation
and lesson drawing; India's principal response was resistance. He argues that
both European leadership on climate change and Chinese and Indian
"followership" were severely constrained by a variety of factors, including the
nature and extent of the EU's capabilities and the domestic politics, normative
frames, and material interests of China and India, which did not align with the
EU's agenda.
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The European Union has long portrayed itself as an international leader on climate change. In this book, the
first systematic assessment of Europe's claim to climate leadership, Diarmuid Torney analyzes the EU's
engagement with China and India on climate policies from 1990 to the present.

Torney develops an analytical framework for assessing EU climate leadership that charts the factors driving
the EU's engagement with China and India, the form of the engagement, and the Chinese and Indian
response. He argues that EU engagement was driven by a desire to build its international role, growing
concern regarding climate impacts, and an interest in the economic opportunities provided by the transition
to a low-carbon global economy. European engagement with China and India took the form of
institutionalized dialogue and capacity-building, with more extensive contact with China than with India. He
finds little evidence of coherence between the EU's external climate change policies and other policy areas.
Indeed, the overriding priority in both relationships was the deepening of trade.

Torney shows that China responded to the EU with limited normative emulation and lesson drawing; India's
principal response was resistance. He argues that both European leadership on climate change and Chinese
and Indian "followership" were severely constrained by a variety of factors, including the nature and extent
of the EU's capabilities and the domestic politics, normative frames, and material interests of China and
India, which did not align with the EU's agenda.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book is a stunning achievement. At a time of growing tensions in the international climate negotiations,
Torney's European Climate Leadership in Question examines Europe's troubled efforts to engage emerging
powers in a global climate deal. Based on a carefully crafted empirical study of EU relations with China and
India, this book offers novel insights into what it takes to be a successful leader in global environmental
politics.

(Robert Falkner, Associate Professor of International Relations, London School of Economics and Political
Science, and editor of The Handbook of Global Climate and Environment Policy)

By shedding light on the EU's dealings with China and India on climate change, this important book makes a
weighty contribution to advancing our understanding of increasingly prominent bilateral relations in
international climate politics and in world politics at large.

(Sebastian Oberthür, Academic Director, Institute for European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel)

Climate leadership is desperately needed and widely discussed yet poorly understood. In this rich and
empirically grounded comparative study of the EU's bilateral climate relations with China and India,
Diarmuid Torney provides some much needed conceptual clarity on the relationship between would-be
leaders and followers, and how climate leadership might be better achieved by the EU in its external
relations. This book provides valuable lessons for not only climate diplomats but also climate champions in
all walks of life who are seeking to build political support across national boundaries.

(Robyn Eckersley, Professor and Head of Political Science, University of Melbourne)

About the Author

Diarmuid Torney is Lecturer in International Relations in the School of Law and Government at Dublin City
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve European Climate Leadership in Question: Policies
toward China and India (Earth System Governance) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of



best book or acceptable book with you?

Benjamin Ward:

This European Climate Leadership in Question: Policies toward China and India (Earth System Governance)
book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific European Climate
Leadership in Question: Policies toward China and India (Earth System Governance) without we know teach
the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry European
Climate Leadership in Question: Policies toward China and India (Earth System Governance) can bring
whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This European Climate Leadership in Question: Policies toward
China and India (Earth System Governance) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

James Johnson:

The reason why? Because this European Climate Leadership in Question: Policies toward China and India
(Earth System Governance) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Wendy Ray:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication European Climate Leadership in Question: Policies toward China and
India (Earth System Governance) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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