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Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggles will become one of the handful of standard
studies of O'Neill's life and work. --- Frederick C. Wilkins, Editor, The Eugene
O'Neill Review "A unique and extremely valuable work. Reading this book is
also a delightful experience---the imaginative quality of the scholarship is
dazzling." ---William J. Fisher, Rutgers UniversityIn Eugene O'Neill's Creative
Struggle, Doris Alexander gives us a new kind of inside biography that begins
where the others leave off. It follows O'Neill through the door into his writing
room to give a blow-by-blow account of how he fought out in his plays his great
life battles--- love against hate, doubt against belief, life against death--- to an
ever-expanding understanding. It presents a new kinds of criticism, showing how
O'Neill's most intimate struggles worked their way to resolution through the
drama of his plays. Alexander reveals that he was engineering his own
consciousness through his plays and solving his life problems--- while the tone,
imagery, and richness of the plays all came out of the nexus of memories
summoned up by the urgency of the problems he faced in them. By the way of
O'Neill, this study moves toward a theory of the impulse that sets off a writer's
creativity, and a theory of how that impulse acts to shape a work, not only in a
dramatist like O'Neill but also in the case of writers in other meduims, and even
of painters and composers. The study begins with Desire Under the Elms because
that play's plot was consolidated by a dream that opened up the transfixing grief
that precipitated the play for O'Neill, and it ends with Days Without End when he
had resolved his major emotional-philosophical striggle and created withing
himself the voice of his final great plays. Since the analysis brings to bear on the
plays all of his concious decisions, ideas, theories, as well as the life-and-death
struggles motivating them, documenting even the final creative changes made
during rehearsals,
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Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggles will become one of the handful of standard studies of O'Neill's life and
work. --- Frederick C. Wilkins, Editor, The Eugene O'Neill Review "A unique and extremely valuable work.
Reading this book is also a delightful experience---the imaginative quality of the scholarship is dazzling." ---
William J. Fisher, Rutgers UniversityIn Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle, Doris Alexander gives us a new
kind of inside biography that begins where the others leave off. It follows O'Neill through the door into his
writing room to give a blow-by-blow account of how he fought out in his plays his great life battles--- love
against hate, doubt against belief, life against death--- to an ever-expanding understanding. It presents a new
kinds of criticism, showing how O'Neill's most intimate struggles worked their way to resolution through the
drama of his plays. Alexander reveals that he was engineering his own consciousness through his plays and
solving his life problems--- while the tone, imagery, and richness of the plays all came out of the nexus of
memories summoned up by the urgency of the problems he faced in them. By the way of O'Neill, this study
moves toward a theory of the impulse that sets off a writer's creativity, and a theory of how that impulse acts
to shape a work, not only in a dramatist like O'Neill but also in the case of writers in other meduims, and
even of painters and composers. The study begins with Desire Under the Elms because that play's plot was
consolidated by a dream that opened up the transfixing grief that precipitated the play for O'Neill, and it ends
with Days Without End when he had resolved his major emotional-philosophical striggle and created withing
himself the voice of his final great plays. Since the analysis brings to bear on the plays all of his concious
decisions, ideas, theories, as well as the life-and-death struggles motivating them, documenting even the final
creative changes made during rehearsals,
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Editorial Review

Review

“Eugene O’Neill’s Creative Struggles will become one of the handful of standard studies of O’Neill’s life
and work.”

—Frederick C. Wilkins

“A unique and extremely valuable work. Reading this book is also a delightful experience—the imaginative
quality of the scholarship is dazzling.”

—William J. Fisher, Rutgers University

From the Back Cover
In Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle, Doris Alexander gives us a new kind of inside biography that begins
where the others leave off. It follows O'Neill through the door into his writing room to give a blow-by-blow
account of how he fought out in his plays his great life battles--love against hate, doubt against belief, life
against death--to an ever-expanding understanding. It presents a new kind of criticism, showing how
O'Neill's most intimate struggles worked their way to resolution through the drama of his plays. Alexander
reveals that he was engineering his own consciousness through his plays and solving his life problems--while
the tone, imagery, and richness of the plays all came out of the nexus of memories summoned up by the
urgency of the problems he faced in them. By way of O'Neill, this study moves toward a theory of the
impulse that sets off a writer's creativity, and a theory of how that impulse acts to shape a work, not only in a
dramatist like O'Neill but also in the case of writers in other mediums, and even of painters and composers.
The study begins with Desire Under the Elms because that play's plot was consolidated by a dream that
opened up the transfixing grief that precipitated the play for O'Neill, and it ends with Days Without End
when he had resolved his major emotional-philosophical struggle and created within himself the voice of his
final great plays. Since the analysis brings to bear on the plays all of his conscious decisions, ideas, theories,
as well as the life-and-death struggles motivating them, documenting even the final creative changes made
during rehearsals, this book provides a definitive account of the nine plays analyzed in detail (DesireUnder
the Elms, Marco Millions, The Great God Brown, Lazarus Laughed, Strange Interlude, Dynamo, Mourning
Becomes Electra, Ah, Wilderness! and Days Without End), with additional analysis of plays written before
and after.

About the Author

After teaching at the City University of New York for many years, Doris Alexander is an independent
scholar living in Italy. She is the author of, most recently, Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle (Penn State,
1992) and Creating Characters with Charles Dickens (Penn State, 1991).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Sanchez:

The book Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Eugene
O'Neill's Creative Struggle? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Leonard Palmer:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle can be
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Michael Burr:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Robert Rochester:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
actually Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle.
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