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In his own day the dominant personality of the Western Church, Augustine of
Hippo today stands as perhaps the greatest thinker of Christian antiquity, and his
Confessions is one of the great works of Western literature. In this intensely
personal narrative, Augustine relates his rare ascent from a humble Algerian farm
to the edge of the corridors of power at the imperial court in Milan, his struggle
against the domination of his sexual nature, his renunciation of secular ambition
and marriage, and the recovery of the faith his mother Monica had taught him
during his childhood.

Now, Henry Chadwick, an eminent scholar of early Christianity, has given us the
first new English translation in thirty years of this classic spiritual journey.
Chadwick renders the details of Augustine's conversion in clear, modern English.
We witness the future saint's fascination with astrology and with the Manichees,
and then follow him through scepticism and disillusion with pagan myths until he
finally reaches Christian faith. There are brilliant philosophical musings about
Platonism and the nature of God, and touching portraits of Augustine's beloved
mother, of St. Ambrose of Milan, and of other early Christians like Victorinus,
who gave up a distinguished career as a rhetorician to adopt the orthodox faith.
Augustine's concerns are often strikingly contemporary, yet his work contains
many references and allusions that are easily understood only with background
information about the ancient social and intellectual setting. To make The
Confessions accessible to contemporary readers, Chadwick provides the most
complete and informative notes of any recent translation, and includes an
introduction to establish the context.

The religious and philosophical value of The Confessions is unquestionable--now
modern readers will have easier access to St. Augustine's deeply personal
meditations. Chadwick's lucid translation and helpful introduction clear the way
for a new experience of this classic.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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In his own day the dominant personality of the Western Church, Augustine of Hippo today stands as perhaps
the greatest thinker of Christian antiquity, and his Confessions is one of the great works of Western literature.
In this intensely personal narrative, Augustine relates his rare ascent from a humble Algerian farm to the
edge of the corridors of power at the imperial court in Milan, his struggle against the domination of his
sexual nature, his renunciation of secular ambition and marriage, and the recovery of the faith his mother
Monica had taught him during his childhood.

Now, Henry Chadwick, an eminent scholar of early Christianity, has given us the first new English
translation in thirty years of this classic spiritual journey. Chadwick renders the details of Augustine's
conversion in clear, modern English. We witness the future saint's fascination with astrology and with the
Manichees, and then follow him through scepticism and disillusion with pagan myths until he finally reaches
Christian faith. There are brilliant philosophical musings about Platonism and the nature of God, and
touching portraits of Augustine's beloved mother, of St. Ambrose of Milan, and of other early Christians like
Victorinus, who gave up a distinguished career as a rhetorician to adopt the orthodox faith. Augustine's
concerns are often strikingly contemporary, yet his work contains many references and allusions that are
easily understood only with background information about the ancient social and intellectual setting. To
make The Confessions accessible to contemporary readers, Chadwick provides the most complete and
informative notes of any recent translation, and includes an introduction to establish the context.

The religious and philosophical value of The Confessions is unquestionable--now modern readers will have
easier access to St. Augustine's deeply personal meditations. Chadwick's lucid translation and helpful
introduction clear the way for a new experience of this classic.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Chadwick's translation is superb." -Church History

"If the Latin is a "work of high art", so is this translation."-The Times

"A masterpiece beyond classification."-Church Times

"...Chadwick has the gift for being able to pinpoint significant, as well as sometimes unfamiliar aspects of
the life of the church: and in this respect his footnotes in the present volume do not disappoint
us."-Expository Times

"Excellent translation ... this new translation is the most readable version in modern English"-Vernon J.
Bourke, Saint Louis University

"It is a great pleasure to welcome a translation of the Confessions from one who is both a scholar and a lover
of Augustine. There is a concise but very informative introduction, and a bibliography which will be
extremely helpfull to the students who wants to read some of the work of Augustine's contemporaries in
extenso. The translation itself is clear and accessible ... of available English version, this offers the most
comprehensive identification of scriptural allusions in the text."-Rowan Williams, Journal of Theological
Studies

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Latin

About the Author
Henry Chadwick, former Master, Peterhouse, Cambridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Mildred Kelly:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) as the daily
resource information.

Valerie Little:

Typically the book Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to
study, this book very suited to you. The book Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) is much recommended
to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.

Karen Schanz:

The actual book Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Annie Hiatt:

Beside this kind of Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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