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Beyond Combat investigates how the Vietnam War both reinforced and
challenged the gender roles that were key components of American Cold War
ideology. While popular memory of the Vietnam War centers on the "combat
moment," refocusing attention onto women and gender paints a more complex
and accurate picture of the war's far-reaching impact beyond the battlefields.
Encounters between Americans and Vietnamese were shaped by a cluster of
intertwined images used to make sense of and justify American intervention and
use of force in Vietnam. These images included the girl next door, a wholesome
reminder of why the United States was committed to defeating Communism; the
treacherous and mysterious "dragon lady," who served as a metaphor for
Vietnamese women and South Vietnam; the John Wayne figure, entrusted with
the duty of protecting civilization from savagery; and the gentle warrior, whose
humanitarian efforts were intended to win the favor of the South Vietnamese.
Heather Stur also examines the ways in which ideas about masculinity shaped the
American GI experience in Vietnam and, ultimately, how some American men
and women returned from Vietnam to challenge homefront gender norms.
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Beyond Combat investigates how the Vietnam War both reinforced and challenged the gender roles that
were key components of American Cold War ideology. While popular memory of the Vietnam War centers
on the "combat moment," refocusing attention onto women and gender paints a more complex and accurate
picture of the war's far-reaching impact beyond the battlefields. Encounters between Americans and
Vietnamese were shaped by a cluster of intertwined images used to make sense of and justify American
intervention and use of force in Vietnam. These images included the girl next door, a wholesome reminder of
why the United States was committed to defeating Communism; the treacherous and mysterious "dragon
lady," who served as a metaphor for Vietnamese women and South Vietnam; the John Wayne figure,
entrusted with the duty of protecting civilization from savagery; and the gentle warrior, whose humanitarian
efforts were intended to win the favor of the South Vietnamese. Heather Stur also examines the ways in
which ideas about masculinity shaped the American GI experience in Vietnam and, ultimately, how some
American men and women returned from Vietnam to challenge homefront gender norms.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Heather Stur provides us with a rangy and insightful exploration of how the Vietnam War reconstituted the
political culture of gender in ways that were transformational and retrograde, life-affirming and violent,
liberating and dehumanizing." - Christian G. Appy, author of Patriots: The Vietnam War Remembered from
All Sides

"In an insightful examination of everything from the miniskirt to army rifle manuals, Beyond Combat reveals
the ways gender and sexuality framed Americans' perceptions and experiences of the Vietnam War. This
important work challenges what we think not only of the Vietnam War, but also of war-making and foreign
policy more broadly." - Kara Dixon Vuic, author of Officer, Nurse, Woman: The Army Nurse Corps in the
Vietnam War

"The Vietnam War era remains a fascinating moment in our history. Historians and veterans continue to
explore gaps in experiences and policies. The book contains an excellent reference list and a comprehensive
list of important archives. I hope that the interviews Stur conducted will be available to future writers and
interested listeners." -Elizabeth Norman, H-War

"An excellent contribution to understanding the Vietnam War. Highly recommended." -Choice

"...contains an excellent reference list and a comprehensive list of important archives. I hope that the
interviews Stur conducted will be available to future writers and interested listeners." -Margaret Sankey, H-
War

About the Author
Heather Marie Stur is an Assistant Professor of History at the University of Southern Mississippi, a fellow in
USM's Center for the Study of War and Society, and director of USM's Vietnam Studies program. She
received her PhD from the University of Wisconsin in 2008. Dr Stur is the author of several articles,
including: 'In Service and in Protest: Black Women and the Impact of the Vietnam War on American
Society' in Soul Soldiers: African Americans and the Vietnam Era; 'Perfume and Lipstick in the Boonies:
Red Cross SRAO and the Vietnam War' in The Sixties: A Journal of History, Politics, and Culture;
'Borderless Troubadour: Bob Dylan and the Music of the Cold War World' in Highway 61 Revisited: Bob
Dylan from Minnesota to the World; 'The Women's Army Corps Goes to Vietnam' in America and the
Vietnam War: Re-examining the Culture and History of a Generation; and 'Finding Meaning in Manhood
After the War: Gender and the Warrior Myth in Springsteen's Vietnam War Songs' in Dancing in the Dark:
Bruce Springsteen, Cultural Studies, and the Runaway American Dream. Dr Stur's research interests include
gender and conflict, the US in a global context, the Vietnam War, the Cold War, the impacts of militarization
on societies, and oral history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kimberly Hopkins:

The book Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book
Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the
Vietnam War Era. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks.
So , how do you think about this reserve?

Lauren Cook:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Beyond Combat:
Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Reva Morison:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era
giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point
is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Hattie Robb:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in
the Vietnam War Era e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question
Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era as good book not simply by the cover but also
with the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Download and Read Online Beyond Combat: Women and Gender
in the Vietnam War Era By Heather Marie Stur #KMAR27P54EU



Read Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War
Era By Heather Marie Stur for online ebook

Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era By Heather Marie Stur Free PDF d0wnl0ad,
audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era By Heather Marie Stur
books to read online.

Online Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era By Heather
Marie Stur ebook PDF download

Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era By Heather Marie Stur Doc

Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era By Heather Marie Stur Mobipocket

Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era By Heather Marie Stur EPub

KMAR27P54EU: Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era By Heather Marie Stur


