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In Basic Structures of Reality, Colin McGinn deals with questions of
metaphysics, epistemology, and philosophy of mind from the vantage point of
physics. Combining general philosophy with physics, he covers such topics as
the definition of matter, the nature of space, motion, gravity, electromagnetic
fields, the character of physical knowledge, and consciousness and meaning.
Throughout, McGinn maintains an historical perspective and seeks to determine
how much we really know of the world described by physics. He defends a
version of "structuralism": the thesis that our knowledge is partial and merely
abstract, leaving a large epistemological gap at the center of physics. McGinn
then connects this element of mystery to parallel mysteries in relation to the
mind. Consciousness emerges as just one more mystery of physics. A theory of
matter and space is developed, according to which the impenetrability of matter
is explained as the deletion of volumes of space. McGinn proposes a philosophy
of science that distinguishes physics from both psychology and biology, explores
the ontology of energy, and considers the relevance of physics to seemingly
remote fields such as the theory of meaning. In the form of a series of aphorisms,
the author presents a metaphysical system that takes laws of nature as
fundamental. With its broad scope and deep study of the fundamental questions
at the heart of philosophy of physics, this book is not intended primarily for
specialists, but for the general philosophical reader interested in how physics and
philosophy intersect.
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In Basic Structures of Reality, Colin McGinn deals with questions of metaphysics, epistemology, and
philosophy of mind from the vantage point of physics. Combining general philosophy with physics, he
covers such topics as the definition of matter, the nature of space, motion, gravity, electromagnetic fields, the
character of physical knowledge, and consciousness and meaning. Throughout, McGinn maintains an
historical perspective and seeks to determine how much we really know of the world described by physics.
He defends a version of "structuralism": the thesis that our knowledge is partial and merely abstract, leaving
a large epistemological gap at the center of physics. McGinn then connects this element of mystery to
parallel mysteries in relation to the mind. Consciousness emerges as just one more mystery of physics. A
theory of matter and space is developed, according to which the impenetrability of matter is explained as the
deletion of volumes of space. McGinn proposes a philosophy of science that distinguishes physics from both
psychology and biology, explores the ontology of energy, and considers the relevance of physics to
seemingly remote fields such as the theory of meaning. In the form of a series of aphorisms, the author
presents a metaphysical system that takes laws of nature as fundamental. With its broad scope and deep
study of the fundamental questions at the heart of philosophy of physics, this book is not intended primarily
for specialists, but for the general philosophical reader interested in how physics and philosophy intersect.
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Editorial Review

Review

"McGinn defends structuralism in this well-argued, engaging book at the intersection of epistemology,
metaphysics, philosophy of mind, and physics."--CHOICE

"Very metaphorical, but perhaps it is only by trying to state these metaphors clearly that we will eventually
win our way to a more satisfactory view of laws than we have at present. So McGinn thinks, and this reader
agrees."--Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author

Colin McGinn is Professor of Philosophy, University of Miami. He is the author of 18 books including
Ethics, Evil, and Fiction (1997), Minds and Bodies (1997), Consciousness and Its Objects (2004), The
Meanings of Disgust; also Shakespeare's Philosophy, The Mysterious Flame: Conscious Minds in a Material
World, The Making of a Philosopher, Mindsight: Image, Dream, and Meaning and others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Kuehner:

With other case, little people like to read book Basic Structures of Reality: Essays in Meta-Physics. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book
Basic Structures of Reality: Essays in Meta-Physics. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Lula Estes:

The ability that you get from Basic Structures of Reality: Essays in Meta-Physics will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but Basic Structures of Reality: Essays in Meta-Physics giving you joy feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style



are available. We suggest you for having this Basic Structures of Reality: Essays in Meta-Physics instantly.

Penny Risley:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Basic Structures of Reality: Essays in Meta-Physics can be good
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Bessie Scudder:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is Basic Structures of Reality: Essays in Meta-Physics.
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