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Wealth and the Will of God looks at some of the spiritual resources of the
Christian tradition that can aid serious reflection on wealth and giving. Beginning
with Aristotle—who is crucial for understanding later Christian thought—the
book discusses Aquinas, Ignatius, Luther, Calvin, and Jonathan Edwards. Though
the ideas vary greatly, the chapters are organized to facilitate comparisons among
these thinkers on issues of ultimate purposes or aspirations of human life; on the
penultimate purposes of love, charity, friendship, and care; on the resources
available to human beings in this life; and finally on ways to connect and
implement in practice our identified resources with our ultimate ends.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ideas of major importance to the practice of philanthropy. The volume brings a philosophical and
theological perspective to questions about motives for and practices of giving that is little evident in the
extant contemporary literature on philanthropy." —Thomas H. Jeavons, ARNOVA

(Thomas H. Jeavons, ARNOVA)

A new book by Paul Schervish is always likely to be a development of interest to people who study and care
about philanthropy, as he is one of the most eminent experts on this topic. The book, co-written with Keith
Whitaker, has an explicitly religious angle, exploring some of the spiritual resources of the Christian
tradition that can aid serious reflection on wealth and giving. Six chapters focus, in turn, on six thinkers who
have written about the ultimate purposes of human life: Aristotle, Aquinas, Ignatius, Luther, Calvin and
(probably less well known to a UK audience), Jonathan Edwards, an 18th century American preacher. The
notion of ‘moral biographies’ is described as a means for integrating an individual’s personal capacity and
moral outlook in order to ‘live well’ and achieve their own ultimate ends. As an endorsement on the book
jacket notes, this book: 'brings a philosophical and theological perspective to questions about motives for and
practices of giving that is little evident in the extant contemporary literature on philanthropy'.Philanthropy
UK Nwsltr, Issue #41, Summer 2010

(Philanthropy UK Nwsltr 2010-01-00)

About the Author

Paul G. Schervish is Professor of Sociology and Director of the Center on Wealth and Philanthropy at
Boston College. He is author of Gospels of Wealth: How the Rich Portray Their Lives.

Keith Whitaker is a research fellow at Boston College’s Center on Wealth and Philanthropy and Managing
Director, Family Dynamics, at Wells Fargo Family Wealth. His work has appeared in Philanthropy
Magazine and The Wall Street Journal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

This Wealth and the Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate Purpose
(Philanthropic and Nonprofit Studies) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Wealth and the Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the
Service of Ultimate Purpose (Philanthropic and Nonprofit Studies) can be among the great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps



will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Wealth and the Will of God:
Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate Purpose (Philanthropic and Nonprofit Studies)
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Charles Valentine:

This Wealth and the Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate Purpose
(Philanthropic and Nonprofit Studies) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Wealth
and the Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate Purpose (Philanthropic and
Nonprofit Studies) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Dave Edwards:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Wealth and the Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the
Service of Ultimate Purpose (Philanthropic and Nonprofit Studies). This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Clarine Davidson:

You can get this Wealth and the Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate
Purpose (Philanthropic and Nonprofit Studies) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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