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The masterpiece of Shirley Hazzard (1931-2016), The Transit of Venus won
the National Book Critic's Circle Award and was a finalist for the National
Book Award

The Transit of Venus is considered Shirley Hazzard's most brilliant novel. It tells
the story of two orphan sisters, Caroline and Grace Bell, as they leave Australia
to start a new life in post-war England. What happens to these young women--
seduction and abandonment, marriage and widowhood, love and betrayal--
becomes as moving and wonderful and yet as predestined as the transits of the
planets themselves. Gorgeously written and intricately constructed, Hazzard's
novel is a story of place: Sydney, London, New York, Stockholm; of time: from
the fifties to the eighties; and above all, of women and men in their passage
through the displacements and absurdities of modern life.
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The masterpiece of Shirley Hazzard (1931-2016), The Transit of Venus won the National Book Critic's
Circle Award and was a finalist for the National Book Award

The Transit of Venus is considered Shirley Hazzard's most brilliant novel. It tells the story of two orphan
sisters, Caroline and Grace Bell, as they leave Australia to start a new life in post-war England. What
happens to these young women--seduction and abandonment, marriage and widowhood, love and betrayal--
becomes as moving and wonderful and yet as predestined as the transits of the planets themselves.
Gorgeously written and intricately constructed, Hazzard's novel is a story of place: Sydney, London, New
York, Stockholm; of time: from the fifties to the eighties; and above all, of women and men in their passage
through the displacements and absurdities of modern life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
National Book Critics Circle Award-winner Hazzard here tells of two sisters, Grace and Caroline Bell. Born
in Australia and orphaned at an early age, the two make their way to England. There Grace opts for marriage
and its securities; Caroline reaches for more and loves not always wisely but well. "A strong, deep, poetic,
vibrant novel," lauded PW.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
'Shirley Hazzard. For me the greatest living writer on goodness and love ... THE TRANSIT OF VENUS, was
described to me by a man who knows as "the greatest novel written in the past 100 years". Having read it, I
can see his point. Shirley Hazzard, the quiet, playful, lovestruck artist of love, goodness and death in the 20th
century. Bryan Appleyard A wonderfully mysterious book ... Both plot and characters are many layered.
Unforgettably rich ANNE TYLER A dose of the sublime .. I read it with an almost indescribable pleasure.
There were sentences that brought tears of gratification to my eyes NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
An almost perfect novel ... Miss Hazard writes as well as Stendhal NEW YORK TIMES

About the Author
Born in Australia, Shirley Hazzard traveled the world during her early years, a result of her parents'
diplomatic postings. In 1947, at the age of 16, she was engaged by British intelligence to monitor the civil
war in China. In 1963, she married the writer Francis Steegmuller, who died in 1994. She has written several
novels, two of which were National Book Award Finalists: The Bay of Noon (1971) and The Transit of
Venus (1981, available from Penguin). She is also the author of two collections of short stories, and several
works of nonfiction including the memoir Greene on Capri. Hazzard's most recent work, The Great Fire,
won of the 2003 National Book Award for Fiction and the Miles Franklin Award. She died in 2016.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Lyons:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Transit of Venus. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book The Transit of Venus. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a
book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Jerrod Spicher:

The book The Transit of Venus gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Transit of Venus being your habit, you



can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Transit of Venus. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

John Beaulieu:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Transit of Venus, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Andre Smith:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Transit of Venus can give you a lot of
good friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Transit of Venus.
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