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The Optical Unconscious is a pointed protest against the official story of
modernism and against the critical tradition that attempted to define modern art
according to certain sacred commandments and self-fulfilling truths. The account
of modernism presented here challenges the vaunted principle of "vision itself."
And it is a very different story than we have ever read, not only because its
insurgent plot and characters rise from below the calm surface of the known and
law-like field of modernist painting, but because the voice is unlike anything we
have heard before. Just as the artists of the optical unconscious assaulted the idea
of autonomy and visual mastery, Rosalind Krauss abandons the historian's voice
of objective detachment and forges a new style of writing in this book: art history
that insinuates diary and art theory, and that has the gait and tone of fiction.

The Optical Unconscious will be deeply vexing to modernism's standard-bearers,
and to readers who have accepted the foundational principles on which their
aesthetic is based. Krauss also gives us the story that Alfred Barr, Meyer Shapiro,
and Clement Greenberg repressed, the story of a small, disparate group of artists
who defied modernism's most cherished self-descriptions, giving rise to an
unruly, disruptive force that persistently haunted the field of modernism from the
1920s to the 1950s and continues to disrupt it today.

In order to understand why modernism had to repress the optical unconscious,
Krauss eavesdrops on Roger Fry in the salons of Bloomsbury, and spies on the
toddler John Ruskin as he amuses himself with the patterns of a rug; we find her
in the living room of Clement Greenberg as he complains about "smart Jewish
girls with their typewriters" in the 1960s, and in colloquy with Michael Fried
about Frank Stella's love of baseball. Along the way, there are also narrative
encounters with Freud, Jacques Lacan, Georges Bataille, Roger Caillois, Gilles
Deleuze, and Jean-François Lyotard.

To embody this optical unconscious, Krauss turns to the pages of Max Ernst's
collage novels, to Marcel Duchamp's hypnotic Rotoreliefs, to Eva Hesse's
luminous sculptures, and to Cy Twombly's, Andy Warhol's, and Robert Morris's
scandalous decoding of Jackson Pollock's drip pictures as "Anti-Form." These
artists introduced a new set of values into the field of twentieth-century art,
offering ready-made images of obsessional fantasy in place of modernism's
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intentionality and unexamined compulsions.
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who defied modernism's most cherished self-descriptions, giving rise to an unruly, disruptive force that
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In order to understand why modernism had to repress the optical unconscious, Krauss eavesdrops on Roger
Fry in the salons of Bloomsbury, and spies on the toddler John Ruskin as he amuses himself with the patterns
of a rug; we find her in the living room of Clement Greenberg as he complains about "smart Jewish girls
with their typewriters" in the 1960s, and in colloquy with Michael Fried about Frank Stella's love of baseball.
Along the way, there are also narrative encounters with Freud, Jacques Lacan, Georges Bataille, Roger
Caillois, Gilles Deleuze, and Jean-François Lyotard.

To embody this optical unconscious, Krauss turns to the pages of Max Ernst's collage novels, to Marcel
Duchamp's hypnotic Rotoreliefs, to Eva Hesse's luminous sculptures, and to Cy Twombly's, Andy Warhol's,
and Robert Morris's scandalous decoding of Jackson Pollock's drip pictures as "Anti-Form." These artists
introduced a new set of values into the field of twentieth-century art, offering ready-made images of
obsessional fantasy in place of modernism's intentionality and unexamined compulsions.
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Editorial Review

Review

Original, fascinating, personal, often brilliant, combative

(Arthur C. Danto Artforum )

In this stunningly original and far-ranging book, Rosalind Krauss persuasively argues for an alternative
history developed against the grain of mainstream modernism's construction of a field of rational
modernism's construction of a field of rational visuality. Drawing brilliantly from the work of artists and
theoreticians who have helped to shape modern culture (Duchamp, Picasso, Pollock; Freud, Bataille, Lacan),
Krauss challenges our notion of what constitutes "seeing" by relocating vision itself within the opacity of the
body and the invisibility of the unconscious.

(Leo Bersani, University of California)

The Optical Unconscious effectively derails the official versions of modern art's history that have dominated
the field for so long. Rosalin Krauss's study will be shaping discussions of Surrealism, mondrian, Picasso,
and Pollock for years to come. A book of impassioned arguments, dialogues, and reinterpretating."

(Norman Bryson)

This is critical theory grounded in the viscera and in the libido. A minimum of academic jargon, a satisfying
helping of lovely description, a surprising amount of good dirty sex, not to mention an all-star cast of
characters -- Greenberg, Pollock, Woolf, Warhol, Deleuze, Sartre, Artaud, Madonna, and Jung productively
inhabit these pages -- which add up to nothing less than a persuasive rewriting of 20th-century culture.

(Voice Literary Supplement)

About the Author
Rosalind E. Krauss is University Professor in the Department of Art History at Columbia University, where,
from 1995 to 2006, she held the Meyer Schapiro Chair in Modern Art and Theory. She is a founding editor
of October and the author of Passages in Modern Sculpture, The Originality of the Avant-Garde and Other
Myths, The Optical Unconscious, Bachelors, Perpetual Inventory, Under Blue Cup (all published by the MIT
Press), and other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie King:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,



shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Optical
Unconscious (October Books)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Hattie Robb:

This The Optical Unconscious (October Books) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Optical
Unconscious (October Books) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Alice Ressler:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is The Optical Unconscious (October Books) this guide consist a lot of the information
in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Sue Randall:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year.
As we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. With the book The Optical Unconscious (October Books) we can acquire more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The
Optical Unconscious (October Books). You can more pleasing than now.
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