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Louis Drax isaboy like no other. Heis brilliant and strange, and every year
something violent seems to happen to him. On his ninth birthday, L ouis goes on a
picnic with his parents and falls off acliff. The details are shrouded in mystery.
Louis's mother is shell-shocked; his father has vanished. And after some
confusion Louis himself, miraculously alive but deep in acoma, arrives at Dr.
Pascal Dannachet's celebrated comacclinic...Full of astonishing twists and turns,
thisis amasterful tale of the secrets the human mind can hide.
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are shrouded in mystery. Louis's mother is shell-shocked; his father has vanished. And after some confusion
Louis himself, miraculously alive but deep in acoma, arrives at Dr. Pascal Dannachet's celebrated coma
clinic...Full of astonishing twists and turns, thisis a masterful tale of the secrets the human mind can hide.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. Louis Drax isn't like other children. The morbidly imaginative and sharply intuitive boy
from aprovincial city in France has survived eight suspicious accidents, one for each year of hislife. On his
ninth birthday, Louis suffers a mysterious fall from acliff and ends up in Dr. Pascal Dannachet's
experimental coma clinic, where the truth of his most recent mishap will be revealed. So begins British
novelist Jensen's fourth book (War Crimes for the Home, etc.), afiercely intelligent psychological thriller
told from the alternating perspectives of the comatose Louis and the professionally conflicted Dr. Dannachet.
Asthe French police search for Pierre Drax, the prime suspect in his son'sfall, Louis negotiates the
unconscious world with Gustave, his grotesque, bandaged imaginary companion, and Dr. Dannachet
reluctantly fallsin love with Louis's mother, Natalie. Behind the many twists and turns that ensueisa
multilayered, genuinely convincing emotional dramathat adds substance to the suspense. Families are torn
apart, scientists are confounded by the miraculous, and the human heart unleashes its many secrets. Jensen's
gift for black humor and off-kilter narratives shines throughout this page-turner, and her understanding of
fractured psyches and their ability to heal is remarkable. The idiosyncrasies of her peculiar characters only
make them more engaging, and at the end of Jensen's gripping tale, the reader is left eager for more.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Here is the breakout novel--aliterary thriller that's almost impossible to put down--for British writer Jensen
(Egg Dancing, 1996).1t has aready been optioned by Miramax, with Anthony Minghella (Cold Mountain)
set to direct. It is narrated both by nine-year-old Louis Drax, who isin acomain aclinic in Provence, and by
his doctor, Pascal Dannachet. According to Louis mother, Natalie, Louis was thrown off a cliff by hisangry
father, who has subsequently disappeared. As Dannachet, who has grown increasingly estranged from his
wife, probes the Draxes family history, he is soon smitten by emotionally needy and vulnerable Natalie,
although certain elements of her story don't seem to add up. Louis' distinctive narrative voice is instantly
gripping; referring to himself as the Disturbed Child, he relaysin agrimly funny, precocious voice the many
accidents he has suffered in his short, unhappy life. Because Louis narration is so singular, Dannachet's
suffers by comparison. Thisis sureto remind readers of Mark Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-Time [BKL Ap 1 03]. Joanne Wilkinson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

'A remarkabl e suspense novel: tart, mysterious and wrenching' Anthony Minghella, Academy Award-
winning director 'Thisis awonderfully unsettling psychological thriller ... An oddly beautiful journey into
the darkest corners of the human soul’ Mail on Sunday 'Shocking, moving and beautifully written, The Ninth
Life Of Louis Drax is an extraordinary novel about family mystery and medical marvels Image 'A gripping
psychological thriller with agothic flavour ... unputdownable ... The Ninth Life of Louis Drax contains many
heart-stopping moments where the tension is cranked up almost to breaking point' Daily Telegraph --book
cover

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

James Dor man:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire al their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them isthis The Ninth Life of Louis
Drax.

Rose Waldman:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Ninth Life of Louis Drax your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The
Ninth Life of Louis Drax giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern thisis your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Sheila Powell:

This The Ninth Life of Louis Drax is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information
for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
info accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentencesinside it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Ninth Life of Louis Drax in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So, thisis certainly good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Robert Cox:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the very best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It isreferred to as of book

The Ninth Life of Louis Drax. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add

your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It

can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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