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Reveals the complex, country-wide systems of land management used by
Aboriginal people in presettlement Australia
 
Across Australia, early Europeans commented again and again that the land
looked like a park, with extensive grassy patches and pathways, open woodlands,
and abundant wildlife. Bill Gammage has discovered this was because
Aboriginal people managed the land in a far more systematic and scientific
fashion than most people have ever realized. For more than a decade, he has
examined written and visual records of the Australian landscape. He has
uncovered an extraordinarily complex system of land management using fire, the
life cycles of native plants, and the natural flow of water to ensure plentiful
wildlife and plant foods throughout the year. Aboriginal people spent far less
time and effort than Europeans in securing food and shelter, and this book reveals
how. Once Aboriginal people were no longer able to tend their country, it
became overgrown and vulnerable to the hugely damaging bushfires Australians
now experience. With details of land-management strategies from around
Australia, this book rewrites the history of the continent, with huge implications
for today.
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presettlement Australia
 
Across Australia, early Europeans commented again and again that the land looked like a park, with
extensive grassy patches and pathways, open woodlands, and abundant wildlife. Bill Gammage has
discovered this was because Aboriginal people managed the land in a far more systematic and scientific
fashion than most people have ever realized. For more than a decade, he has examined written and visual
records of the Australian landscape. He has uncovered an extraordinarily complex system of land
management using fire, the life cycles of native plants, and the natural flow of water to ensure plentiful
wildlife and plant foods throughout the year. Aboriginal people spent far less time and effort than Europeans
in securing food and shelter, and this book reveals how. Once Aboriginal people were no longer able to tend
their country, it became overgrown and vulnerable to the hugely damaging bushfires Australians now
experience. With details of land-management strategies from around Australia, this book rewrites the history
of the continent, with huge implications for today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A beautiful and profound piece of writing, one that has importance for us all."  —Age

"This bold book, with its lucid prose and vivid illustrations, will be discussed for years to come." 
—Australian Book Review

About the Author

Bill Gammage is a historian and the author of the The Broken Years: Australian Soldiers in the Great War
and Sky Travellers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Hofmeister:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Biggest Estate on Earth: How
Aborigines Made Australia as your daily resource information.

Ellen Kelsey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made
Australia why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

James Stewart:

This The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia is great book for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling



sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen
minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt in which?

Laura Grier:

The book untitled The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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