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The Age of Genius explores the eventful intertwining of outward event and inner
intellectual life to tell, in all its richness and depth, the story of the 17th century
in Europe. It was a time of creativity unparalleled in history before or since, from
science to the arts, from philosophy to politics. Acclaimed philosopher and
historian A.C. Grayling points to three primary factors that led to the rise of
vernacular (popular) languages in philosophy, theology, science, and literature;
the rise of the individual as a general and not merely an aristocratic type; and the
invention and application of instruments and measurement in the study of the
natural world.

Grayling vividly reconstructs this unprecedented era and breathes new life into
the major figures of the seventeenth century intelligentsia who span literature,
music, science, art, and philosophy--Shakespeare, Monteverdi, Galileo,
Rembrandt, Locke, Newton, Descartes, Vermeer, Hobbes, Milton, and Cervantes,
among many more. During this century, a fundamentally new way of perceiving
the world emerged as reason rose to prominence over tradition, and the rights of
the individual took center stage in philosophy and politics, a paradigmatic shift
that would define Western thought for centuries to come.
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The Age of Genius explores the eventful intertwining of outward event and inner intellectual life to tell, in all
its richness and depth, the story of the 17th century in Europe. It was a time of creativity unparalleled in
history before or since, from science to the arts, from philosophy to politics. Acclaimed philosopher and
historian A.C. Grayling points to three primary factors that led to the rise of vernacular (popular) languages
in philosophy, theology, science, and literature; the rise of the individual as a general and not merely an
aristocratic type; and the invention and application of instruments and measurement in the study of the
natural world.

Grayling vividly reconstructs this unprecedented era and breathes new life into the major figures of the
seventeenth century intelligentsia who span literature, music, science, art, and philosophy--Shakespeare,
Monteverdi, Galileo, Rembrandt, Locke, Newton, Descartes, Vermeer, Hobbes, Milton, and Cervantes,
among many more. During this century, a fundamentally new way of perceiving the world emerged as
reason rose to prominence over tradition, and the rights of the individual took center stage in philosophy and
politics, a paradigmatic shift that would define Western thought for centuries to come.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

This The Age of Genius: The Seventeenth Century and the Birth of the Modern Mind book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of The Age of Genius: The Seventeenth Century and the Birth of the
Modern Mind without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Age of Genius: The Seventeenth Century and the Birth of the Modern Mind
can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Age of Genius: The Seventeenth Century and the Birth of
the Modern Mind having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Marisa Carney:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Age of Genius:
The Seventeenth Century and the Birth of the Modern Mind suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Age of Genius: The Seventeenth Century and the Birth of
the Modern Mindis the one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Teresa Cook:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Age of Genius: The
Seventeenth Century and the Birth of the Modern Mind which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.



William Pare:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is The Age of Genius: The Seventeenth Century and the Birth of
the Modern Mind. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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