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Campaign organizers and the media appear to agree that voters' perceptions of
party leaders have an important impact in elections: considerable effort is made
to ensure that leaders look good, speak well, and that they are up in the polls. In
contrast, the academic literature is much more divided. Some suggest that leaders
play an important role in the vote calculus, while others argue that in comparison
to other factors, perceptions of leaders have only a minimal impact.

Platform or Personality? incorporates data from thirty-five election studies
across seven countries with varying institutional environments, and takes both a
broad and in-depth look at the role of leaders. A few noteworthy conclusions
emerge. First, voters evaluate leaders' traits in terms of two main dimensions,
character and competence. Second, voters perceive leaders within the framework
of a partisan stereotype in which the party label of the leader imbues meaning;
more specifically, leaders of Conservative parties are seen to be more competent
while Left leaders are seen to have more character. Third, and most importantly,
leaders matter: they affect voters' decisions and have a discernible effect on the
distribution of votes in an election. Fourth, there are consistent differences in the
perception of party leaders according to voters' level of political sophistication.
While all voters evaluate party leaders and consider leaders in their vote calculus,
the more sophisticated do so the most. This book argues that personality plays an
important role in elections, and that in a healthy democracy, so it should.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political
science that deals with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope,
books in the series are characterized by a stress on comparative analysis and
strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research.

The Comparative Politics Series is edited by Professor David M. Farrell, School
of Politics and International Relations, University College Dublin, Kenneth
Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of British Columbia, and
Professor Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Institute of Political Science, Philipps University,
Marburg.
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Campaign organizers and the media appear to agree that voters' perceptions of party leaders have an
important impact in elections: considerable effort is made to ensure that leaders look good, speak well, and
that they are up in the polls. In contrast, the academic literature is much more divided. Some suggest that
leaders play an important role in the vote calculus, while others argue that in comparison to other factors,
perceptions of leaders have only a minimal impact.

Platform or Personality? incorporates data from thirty-five election studies across seven countries with
varying institutional environments, and takes both a broad and in-depth look at the role of leaders. A few
noteworthy conclusions emerge. First, voters evaluate leaders' traits in terms of two main dimensions,
character and competence. Second, voters perceive leaders within the framework of a partisan stereotype in
which the party label of the leader imbues meaning; more specifically, leaders of Conservative parties are
seen to be more competent while Left leaders are seen to have more character. Third, and most importantly,
leaders matter: they affect voters' decisions and have a discernible effect on the distribution of votes in an
election. Fourth, there are consistent differences in the perception of party leaders according to voters' level
of political sophistication. While all voters evaluate party leaders and consider leaders in their vote calculus,
the more sophisticated do so the most. This book argues that personality plays an important role in elections,
and that in a healthy democracy, so it should.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with
contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterized by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research.

The Comparative Politics Series is edited by Professor David M. Farrell, School of Politics and International
Relations, University College Dublin, Kenneth Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of British
Columbia, and Professor Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Institute of Political Science, Philipps University, Marburg.
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Editorial Review

Review
Platform or Personality? effectively sums up several important issues related to the electoral process ... [it is]
a very solid work that can excite any political scientist. * Clara Volintiru, London School of Economics
(LSE) *

About the Author

Amanda Bittner is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at Memorial University in
Canada. She studies public opinion and voting, and her main research interests include the effects of
knowledge and information on voter decision-making, as well as the institutional and structural incentives
affecting voting behavior in both Canadian and Comparative contexts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Browning:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics), you are able to tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a publication.

Debbie Jackson:

The book untitled Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics)
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice learn.

Heather Delph:

You can get this Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) by



check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Platform or Personality?: The Role of
Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science book, any other book likes Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in
Elections (Comparative Politics) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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