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Cedric Thorpe Davie is himself a noted composer, and musical forms are as
familiar to him as armatures are to the sculptor. As a result, he is able not only to
describe them clearly, but also to evaluate their qualities and to point out their
truly characteristic fundamentals. It is his discussions of such core questions as:
What is the true basis of sonata form? And What are the qualities of a successful
form that make for convincing music? that cause his book to be the unusually
interesting and lively study that it is.
The text defines and describes the forms commonly used by Western composers
in the period between 1550 and 1900. These are the binary and ternary forms,
including the de capo aria, minuet-and-trio, and rondo; the sonata form; the
forms in the concerto; variation forms — including ground bass, passacaglia, and
chaconne; and the contrapuntal forms, notably the fugue and canon. Each form is
illustrated with a detailed analysis of a specific piece or movement, usually from
the work of Bach, Haydn, Mozart, or Beethoven, but often from Purcell, Brahms,
Dvorak, or other composers. The student is also referred to a list of compositions
in the same form for further study.
Experienced musicians, both professional and amateur, and students will find the
author's thoughtful, well-written discussions of the controversial aspects of
formal analysis extremely perceptive and stimulating. Beginning music lovers,
even those with little or no training in music, will come away from a thorough
reading of the book with a good knowledge of each important musical form, and
with a greatly increased insight into the way music is organized.
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Cedric Thorpe Davie is himself a noted composer, and musical forms are as familiar to him as armatures are
to the sculptor. As a result, he is able not only to describe them clearly, but also to evaluate their qualities
and to point out their truly characteristic fundamentals. It is his discussions of such core questions as: What
is the true basis of sonata form? And What are the qualities of a successful form that make for convincing
music? that cause his book to be the unusually interesting and lively study that it is.
The text defines and describes the forms commonly used by Western composers in the period between 1550
and 1900. These are the binary and ternary forms, including the de capo aria, minuet-and-trio, and rondo; the
sonata form; the forms in the concerto; variation forms — including ground bass, passacaglia, and chaconne;
and the contrapuntal forms, notably the fugue and canon. Each form is illustrated with a detailed analysis of
a specific piece or movement, usually from the work of Bach, Haydn, Mozart, or Beethoven, but often from
Purcell, Brahms, Dvorak, or other composers. The student is also referred to a list of compositions in the
same form for further study.
Experienced musicians, both professional and amateur, and students will find the author's thoughtful, well-
written discussions of the controversial aspects of formal analysis extremely perceptive and stimulating.
Beginning music lovers, even those with little or no training in music, will come away from a thorough
reading of the book with a good knowledge of each important musical form, and with a greatly increased
insight into the way music is organized.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Beaudry:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Musical Structure and Design
(Dover Books on Music) will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Michael Stanford:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Musical Structure and Design
(Dover Books on Music) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Irene Allen:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Musical Structure and Design (Dover
Books on Music) as the daily resource information.

Harry Dwyer:

This book untitled Musical Structure and Design (Dover Books on Music) to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.
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