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This expansive book reveals the great diversity and range of art of the Arab
lands, Turkey, Iran, Central Asia, and later South Asia. Published to coincide
with the historic reopening of the galleries of the Metropolitan Museum's Islamic
Art Department, it presents nearly three hundred masterpieces from one of the
finest collections in the world. The works range chronologically from the origins
of Islam in the seventh century through the nineteenth century, and
geographically from as far west as Spain and Morocco to as far east as India.
Outstanding miniature paintings and illuminated manuscripts, ceramics, textiles,
carpets, glass, and metalwork reflect the mutual influence of artistic practice in
the sacred and secular realms. Many of these beautiful objects display the rich
traditions of calligraphy, vegetal ornament (the arabesque), and geometric
patterning that distinguish the arts of the Islamic world. 

With seven informative essays and almost three hundred catalogue
entries—supplemented by introductory essays on the collection and its
display—this handsome and comprehensive overview will enlighten the
specialist and the general reader alike.
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This expansive book reveals the great diversity and range of art of the Arab lands, Turkey, Iran, Central
Asia, and later South Asia. Published to coincide with the historic reopening of the galleries of the
Metropolitan Museum's Islamic Art Department, it presents nearly three hundred masterpieces from one of
the finest collections in the world. The works range chronologically from the origins of Islam in the seventh
century through the nineteenth century, and geographically from as far west as Spain and Morocco to as far
east as India. Outstanding miniature paintings and illuminated manuscripts, ceramics, textiles, carpets, glass,
and metalwork reflect the mutual influence of artistic practice in the sacred and secular realms. Many of
these beautiful objects display the rich traditions of calligraphy, vegetal ornament (the arabesque), and
geometric patterning that distinguish the arts of the Islamic world. 

With seven informative essays and almost three hundred catalogue entries—supplemented by introductory
essays on the collection and its display—this handsome and comprehensive overview will enlighten the
specialist and the general reader alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Not only is this an important scholarly work, it is also a wonderfully illustrated, accessible introduction to
Islamic art and to its study over the last tumultuous century. . . . This volume is a joy to hold, to see, and to
read."—L. Nees, Choice

(L. Nees Choice)

Winner of the 20th World Prize for the Book of the Year of the Islamic Republic of Iran, given by the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance.
(20th World Prize for the Book of the Year of the Islamic Republic of Iran Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance 2013-02-27)

Selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic 2012 Title for Art and Architecture within the Humanities
category.
(Outstanding Academic Title Choice 2013-05-22)

About the Author

Maryam D. Ekhtiar is Senior Research Associate in the Department of Islamic Art at The Metropolitan
Museum of Art. Priscilla P. Soucek is John L. Loeb Professor, Institute of Fine Arts, New York University.
Sheila R. Canby is the Patti Cadby Birch Curator in Charge of the Department of Islamic Art at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Navina Najat Haidar is Curator and Administrator in the Department of
Islamic Art at The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jean Ashburn:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Masterpieces from the Department of Islamic Art in The
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Robert Carlson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Masterpieces from the
Department of Islamic Art in The Metropolitan Museum of Art suitable to you? Often the book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Masterpieces from the Department of Islamic



Art in The Metropolitan Museum of Artis a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape
that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Courtney O\'Donnell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Masterpieces from
the Department of Islamic Art in The Metropolitan Museum of Art, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Joyce Lynch:

The book untitled Masterpieces from the Department of Islamic Art in The Metropolitan Museum of Art
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language
is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
learn.
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