
Aestheticism: Deep Formalism and the
Emergence of Modernist Aesthetics (Natur,
Wissenschaft und die Künste / Nature,
Science and the Arts / Nature, Science et les
Arts)

By Michelle Gal

Aestheticism: Deep Formalism and the Emergence of Modernist Aesthetics
(Natur, Wissenschaft und die Künste / Nature, Science and the Arts /
Nature, Science et les Arts) By Michelle Gal

This book offers, for the first time in aesthetics, a comprehensive account of
aestheticism of the 19th century as a philosophical theory of its own right. Taking
philosophical and art-historical viewpoints, this cross-disciplinary book presents
aestheticism as the foundational movement of modernist aesthetics of the 20th
century. Emerging in the writings of the foremost aestheticists – Oscar Wilde,
Walter Pater, James Whistler, and their formalist successors such as Clive Bell,
Roger Fry, and Clement Greenberg – aestheticism offers a uniquely synthetic
definition of art. It captures the artwork’s relations between form and content,
art’s independent ontology and autonomy, art’s internal completeness, criticism,
immunity to recruitment, the uniqueness of each medium, and musicality, as well
as the logical-theoretical affiliation of art for art’s sake to epistemology, ethics
and philosophy of language.
Those are used by Michalle Gal to formulate a definition of art in terms of a
theory of Deep Formalism, setting aestheticism, which aspires to preserve the
artistic medium, as a critique of the current linguistic-conceptual aesthetics that
developed after the linguistic turn of aesthetics.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Michalle Gal is a senior lecturer, the head of the Cultural Studies Program at Shenkar College, and a lecturer
in the Philosophy Department at Tel Aviv University. She publishes in the fields of aesthetics and the
philosophy of art, the philosophy of language, and visual culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Aestheticism: Deep
Formalism and the Emergence of Modernist Aesthetics (Natur, Wissenschaft und die Künste / Nature,
Science and the Arts / Nature, Science et les Arts) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Ernestine Miller:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Aestheticism: Deep
Formalism and the Emergence of Modernist Aesthetics (Natur, Wissenschaft und die Künste / Nature,
Science and the Arts / Nature, Science et les Arts) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Mathew Holstein:

This Aestheticism: Deep Formalism and the Emergence of Modernist Aesthetics (Natur, Wissenschaft und
die Künste / Nature, Science and the Arts / Nature, Science et les Arts) is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Aestheticism: Deep Formalism and the Emergence of Modernist Aesthetics (Natur, Wissenschaft und die
Künste / Nature, Science and the Arts / Nature, Science et les Arts) can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book



form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Patricia Coulter:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Aestheticism: Deep Formalism and the Emergence
of Modernist Aesthetics (Natur, Wissenschaft und die Künste / Nature, Science and the Arts / Nature,
Science et les Arts) can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have
point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Aestheticism: Deep Formalism and the Emergence of Modernist Aesthetics (Natur, Wissenschaft und die
Künste / Nature, Science and the Arts / Nature, Science et les Arts).
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