
A Generative Theory of Tonal Music (MIT
Press)

By Fred Lerdahl, Ray S. Jackendoff

A Generative Theory of Tonal Music (MIT Press) By Fred Lerdahl, Ray S.
Jackendoff

A classic in music theory since its publication in 1981, this work models music
understanding from the perspective of cognitive science. The point of departure
is a search for a grammar of music with the aid of generative linguistics. The
theory, which is illustrated with numerous examples from Western classical
music, relates the aural surface of a piece to the musical structure unconsiously
inferred by the experienced listener. From the viewpoint of traditional music
theory, it offers many innovations in notatation as well as in the substance of
rhythmic and reductional theory.
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Editorial Review

Review

This is an important collection of scholarly articles, large in scope but perfectly focused. The effort seems
devoted to countering its subtitle. After reading it, you will discover that the relationships of language,
music, and the brain are far less mysterious than they were when you began. This is no small
accomplishment, and Michael Arbib and his colleagues deserve to be congratulated.

(Antonio Damasio, University Professor, David Dornsife Professor of Neuroscience, and Director, Brain and
Creativity Institute, University of Southern California; author of Descartes' Error, The Feeling of What
Happens, Looking for Spinoza, and Self Comes to Mind)
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From the Back Cover
A classic in music theory since its publication in 1983, this work models music understanding from the
perspective of cognitive science. The point of departure is a search for a grammar of music with the aid of
generative linguistics. The theory, which is illustrated with numerous examples from Western classical
music, relates the aural surface of a piece to the musical structure unconsciously inferred by the experienced
listener.

About the Author
Frd Lerdahl is Fritz Reiner Professor of Musical Composition at Columbia University.

Ray Jackendoff is Seth Merrin Professor of Philosophy and Codirector of the Center for Cognitive Studies at
Tufts University. He is the author of many books, including Foundations of Language.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catrina Hall:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Generative Theory of Tonal Music (MIT
Press) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want



and wish in this era.

Ryan Brown:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This A Generative Theory of Tonal Music (MIT Press) book is readable by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of A Generative Theory of
Tonal Music (MIT Press) content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking A Generative Theory of Tonal Music (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Diana Elliott:

Typically the book A Generative Theory of Tonal Music (MIT Press) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book A Generative Theory of Tonal Music (MIT
Press) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

Robert Thomas:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Generative Theory of Tonal Music
(MIT Press), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.
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