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When it comes to questions of religion, legal scholars face a predicament. They
often expect to resolve dilemmas according to general principles of equality,
neutrality, or the separation of church and state. But such abstractions fail to do
justice to the untidy welter of values at stake. Offering new views of how to
understand and protect religious freedom in a democracy, The Tragedy of
Religious Freedom challenges the idea that matters of law and religion should be
referred to far-flung theories about the First Amendment. Examining a broad
array of contemporary and more established Supreme Court rulings, Marc
DeGirolami explains why conflicts implicating religious liberty are so
emotionally fraught and deeply contested.

Twenty-first-century realities of pluralism have outrun how scholars think about
religious freedom, DeGirolami asserts. Scholars have not been candid enough
about the tragic nature of the conflicts over religious liberty?the clash of
opposing interests and aspirations they entail, and the limits of human reason to
resolve intractable differences. The Tragedy of Religious Freedom seeks to turn
our attention from abstracted, absolute values to concrete, historical realities.
Social history, characterized by the struggles of lawyers engaged in the details of
irreducible conflicts, represents the most promising avenue to negotiate legal
conflicts over religion. In this volume, DeGirolami offers an approach to
understanding religious liberty that is neither rigidly systematic nor ad hoc, but a
middle path grounded in a pluralistic and historically informed perspective.
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When it comes to questions of religion, legal scholars face a predicament. They often expect to resolve
dilemmas according to general principles of equality, neutrality, or the separation of church and state. But
such abstractions fail to do justice to the untidy welter of values at stake. Offering new views of how to
understand and protect religious freedom in a democracy, The Tragedy of Religious Freedom challenges the
idea that matters of law and religion should be referred to far-flung theories about the First Amendment.
Examining a broad array of contemporary and more established Supreme Court rulings, Marc DeGirolami
explains why conflicts implicating religious liberty are so emotionally fraught and deeply contested.

Twenty-first-century realities of pluralism have outrun how scholars think about religious freedom,
DeGirolami asserts. Scholars have not been candid enough about the tragic nature of the conflicts over
religious liberty?the clash of opposing interests and aspirations they entail, and the limits of human reason to
resolve intractable differences. The Tragedy of Religious Freedom seeks to turn our attention from
abstracted, absolute values to concrete, historical realities. Social history, characterized by the struggles of
lawyers engaged in the details of irreducible conflicts, represents the most promising avenue to negotiate
legal conflicts over religion. In this volume, DeGirolami offers an approach to understanding religious
liberty that is neither rigidly systematic nor ad hoc, but a middle path grounded in a pluralistic and
historically informed perspective.
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Editorial Review

Review
A sophisticated and thoughtful book, which offers fresh insights on a central question of religious liberty.
(Philip Hamburger, author of Separation of Church and State)

The Tragedy of Religious Freedom is a first-rate contribution to the law-and-religion conversation. This
conversation--how to think about, and how to effectively protect in law, religious freedom in a constitutional
democracy--is a lively and timely one, and DeGirolami is an impressive participant. (Richard W. Garnett,
Notre Dame Law School)

DeGirolami's is a thoughtful and sophisticated meditation on the protean relationship between law and faith
in a society committed to religious freedom. His intellectual and cultural influences are broad and rewarding;
his style is rich and accessible; and his critique of both theoretical foundationalism and skepticism is
profound and compelling. The Tragedy of Religious Freedom is an important book that will undoubtedly
influence and enrich this discussion for years to come.
(Ian Bartrum Journal of Church and State 2013-09-01)

DeGirolami sharply criticizes the current state of legal theory regarding religious freedom in the U.S. and
offers a solution he claims will cure many present ills. (M. D. Brewer Choice 2014-02-01)

One of the best recent books on constitutional law. (Adam J. White Weekly Standard 2014-05-07)

DeGirolami’s Tragedy is perhaps the single best exposition of ‘Burkean constitutionalism’ in decades…It is
the most nuanced, thoughtful, and effective explanation of ‘Burkean’ jurisprudence in a generation, and it
deserves the widest possible audience. (Adam J. White Commentary 2014-09-01)

About the Author
Marc O. DeGirolami is Associate Professor of Law at St. John's University School of Law.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Dudley:

This The Tragedy of Religious Freedom usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this The Tragedy of Religious Freedom can be one of many great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that
perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Tragedy of Religious
Freedom forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Eric Vegas:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Tragedy of Religious Freedom suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era.
The book untitled The Tragedy of Religious Freedomis the main of several books that everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter
the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Michael Sherman:

The publication untitled The Tragedy of Religious Freedom is the guide that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book
of The Tragedy of Religious Freedom from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Vincent Mickens:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Tragedy of Religious
Freedom which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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