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Adam Smith is popularly regarded as the ideological forefather of laissez-faire
capitalism, while Rousseau is seen as the passionate advocate of the life of virtue
in small, harmonious communities and as a sharp critic of theills of commercial
society. But, in fact, Smith had many of the same worries about commercial
society that Rousseau did and was strongly influenced by his critique.

In thisfirst book-length comparative study of these leading eighteenth-century
thinkers, Dennis Rasmussen highlights Smith’s sympathy with Rousseau’s
concerns and analyzes in depth the ways in which Smith crafted his arguments to
defend commercia society against these charges. These arguments, Rasmussen
emphasizes, were pragmatic in nature, not ideological: it was Smith’s view that,
all things considered, commercial society offered more benefits than the
aternatives.

Just because of this pragmatic orientation, Smith’s approach can be useful to us
in assessing the pros and cons of commercial society today and thus contributes
to adebate that is too much dominated by both dogmatic critics and doctrinaire
champions of our modern commercial society.
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Adam Smith is popularly regarded as the ideological forefather of laissez-faire capitalism, while Rousseau is
seen as the passionate advocate of the life of virtue in small, harmonious communities and as a sharp critic of
theills of commercial society. But, in fact, Smith had many of the same worries about commercial society
that Rousseau did and was strongly influenced by his critique.

In thisfirst book-length comparative study of these leading eighteenth-century thinkers, Dennis Rasmussen
highlights Smith’s sympathy with Rousseau’ s concerns and analyzes in depth the ways in which Smith
crafted his arguments to defend commercial society against these charges. These arguments, Rasmussen
emphasi zes, were pragmatic in nature, not ideological: it was Smith’s view that, all things considered,
commercia society offered more benefits than the aternatives.

Just because of this pragmatic orientation, Smith’ s approach can be useful to usin assessing the pros and
cons of commercial society today and thus contributes to a debate that is too much dominated by both
dogmatic critics and doctrinaire champions of our modern commercial society.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Dennis Rasmussen has written afine book on Adam Smith’s defense of commercial society as aresponse to
Rousseau. As Rasmussen demonstrates, Smith not only took Rousseau’ s critique of commercial society
serioudly but also evinced a surprising degree of sympathy with it. By reviving Smith’ s dialogue with
Rousseau, Rasmussen examines an important episode in the history of palitical thought and engages a debate
over the benefits and drawbacks of commercia society that continues today.”

—John T. Scott, University of California, Davis

“We have hitherto lacked a systematic and sophisticated book-length analysis of the relation between Smith
and Rousseau. These two near-contemporaries addressed many of the same issues—such as the emergence
of capitalism, the relation between the free market and morals, the relation of commerce to palitics, the
nature of sympathy or empathy, and the relation of the philosopher to the modern liberal order—and yet
often came to opposing conclusions. Dennis Rasmussen’ s beautifully written book will be important reading
for anyone concerned with these two figures and, more broadly, the Enlightenment and its critics.”

—Charles Griswold, Boston University

“We have hitherto lacked a systematic and sophisticated book-length analysis of the relation between Smith
and Rousseau. . . . Dennis Rasmussen’ s beautifully written book will be important reading for anyone
concerned with these two figures, and more broadly the Enlightenment and its critics.”

—Charles Griswold, Boston University

“Rasmussen has produced a concise, carefully organized, and insightful work that illuminates the thought of
Rousseau and Adam Smith.”

—M. Coulter, Choice

“In thislucidly written study, Dennis Rasmussen argues that a comprehensive consideration of Adam Smith
must engage with the question of Jean-Jacques Rousseau’ s influence. And while others have aready
suggested thisinfluence, Rasmussen offers what will likely be the definitive account of Smith’s grappling
with Rousseau for years to come. He presents systematic and compelling evidence to defend the hypothesis



that Smith was deeply affected by Rousseau’ s deconstruction of commercial society.”

—David Lay Williams, Palitical Studies Review

“Rasmussen’ s short but elegant book is about the relationship between Adam Smith and Rousseau, a
relationship about which, Rasmussen notes, only a‘handful’ of articles and book chapters have been written.
Rasmussen’ s book will surely go along way towards filling this scholarly gap, although it certainly will not
(and probably should not) be the last word on the subject.”

—Chad Flanders, Erasmus Journal for Philosophy and Economics

About the Author

Dennis C. Rasmussen is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Houston.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carson McDonald:

The actual book The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau
will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea
isvery unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The
Problems and Promise of Commercia Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau is much recommended
to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

L ois Reyna:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Problems and Promise of Commercial
Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau as good book not
merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book
by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Anthony Pisano:

The book untitled The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau
contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was



compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can actually
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice go through.

Stacy Knarr:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Problems and Promise of Commercial
Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. And
so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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