
The Egyptian Intelligence Service: A History
of the Mukhabarat, 1910-2009 (Studies in
Intelligence)

By Owen L. Sirrs

The Egyptian Intelligence Service: A History of the Mukhabarat, 1910-2009
(Studies in Intelligence) By Owen L. Sirrs

This book analyzes how the Egyptian intelligence community has adapted to
shifting national security threats since its inception 100 years ago. 

Starting in 1910, when the modern Egyptian intelligence system was created to
deal with militant nationalists and Islamists, the book shows how the security
services were subsequently reorganized, augmented and centralized to meet an
increasingly sophisticated array of challenges, including fascism, communism,
army unrest, Israel, France, the United Kingdom, conservative Arab states, the
Muslim Brotherhood and others. 

The book argues that studying Egypt’s intelligence community is integral to our
understanding of that country’s modern history, regime stability and human
rights record.  Intelligence studies have been described as the ‘missing
dimension’ of international relations.  It is clear that intelligence agencies are
pivotal to understanding the nature of many Arab regimes and their decision-
making processes, and there is no published history of modern Egyptian
intelligence in either a European language or in Arabic, though Egypt has the
largest and arguably most effective intelligence community in the Arab world.

This book will fill a clear gap in the intelligence literature and will be of much
interest to students of intelligence studies, Middle Eastern politics, international
security and IR in general. 
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This book analyzes how the Egyptian intelligence community has adapted to shifting national security
threats since its inception 100 years ago. 

Starting in 1910, when the modern Egyptian intelligence system was created to deal with militant nationalists
and Islamists, the book shows how the security services were subsequently reorganized, augmented and
centralized to meet an increasingly sophisticated array of challenges, including fascism, communism, army
unrest, Israel, France, the United Kingdom, conservative Arab states, the Muslim Brotherhood and others. 

The book argues that studying Egypt’s intelligence community is integral to our understanding of that
country’s modern history, regime stability and human rights record.  Intelligence studies have been described
as the ‘missing dimension’ of international relations.  It is clear that intelligence agencies are pivotal to
understanding the nature of many Arab regimes and their decision-making processes, and there is no
published history of modern Egyptian intelligence in either a European language or in Arabic, though Egypt
has the largest and arguably most effective intelligence community in the Arab world.

This book will fill a clear gap in the intelligence literature and will be of much interest to students of
intelligence studies, Middle Eastern politics, international security and IR in general. 
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Owen L. Sirrs is a faculty associate in the Defense Critical Language and Culture Program at the University
of Montana where he specializes in the Middle East and Afghanistan. He previously served as senior
intelligence officer on Iran for the US Defense Intelligence Agency.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Egyptian Intelligence Service: A History of the
Mukhabarat, 1910-2009 (Studies in Intelligence) as your daily resource information.

Virginia Swain:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Egyptian Intelligence Service: A History of the Mukhabarat, 1910-2009 (Studies in Intelligence) your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The Egyptian Intelligence Service: A History of the
Mukhabarat, 1910-2009 (Studies in Intelligence) giving you another experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Elisa Dumont:

This The Egyptian Intelligence Service: A History of the Mukhabarat, 1910-2009 (Studies in Intelligence) is
great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world
and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word
or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Egyptian Intelligence Service: A History of the Mukhabarat, 1910-2009



(Studies in Intelligence) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Alberto Kimble:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking
at a book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Egyptian Intelligence Service: A History of the Mukhabarat, 1910-2009 (Studies in Intelligence) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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