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Instead of entering the world crying like other babies, Jibilo was born with a
smile on hisface. He had a gift for hearing what was in peopl€’s hearts, for
listening to sand dunes sing and insects whisper. Even as a young boy, acting as
an interpreter between his warring Mayan grandmother and his Spanish-speaking
mother, he would translate words of spite into words of respect, so that their
mutual hatred turned to love. When he grew up, he put his gift to good use in his
job as a humble telegraph operator.

But now the telegraph lies abandoned, obsolete as aform of communication in
the electronic age, and don Jabilo is on his deathbed, mute and estranged from
his beloved wife, Lucha, who refuses to speak to him. What tragic event has
come between two such sensuous, loving people to cause their seemingly
irreparable rift? What mystery lies behind the death of the son no one ever
mentions? Can their daughter bring reconciliation to her parents beforeit istoo
late, by acting as an interpreter between them, just as Jubilo used to do for other
people?

Swift as Desireis Laura Esguivel’sloving tribute to her father, who worked his
own lifelong magic as atelegraph operator. In this enchanting, bittersweet story,
touched with graphic earthiness and wit, she shows us how keeping secrets will
always lead to unhappiness, and how communication is the key to love.
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Instead of entering the world crying like other babies, Jibilo was born with a smile on hisface. He had a gift
for hearing what was in peopl€ s hearts, for listening to sand dunes sing and insects whisper. Even asa
young boy, acting as an interpreter between his warring Mayan grandmother and his Spani sh-speaking
mother, he would translate words of spite into words of respect, so that their mutual hatred turned to love.
When he grew up, he put his gift to good use in his job as a humbl e telegraph operator.

But now the telegraph lies abandoned, obsolete as a form of communication in the electronic age, and don
Jubilo is on his deathbed, mute and estranged from his beloved wife, Lucha, who refuses to speak to him.
What tragic event has come between two such sensuous, loving people to cause their seemingly irreparable
rift? What mystery lies behind the death of the son no one ever mentions? Can their daughter bring
reconciliation to her parents before it istoo late, by acting as an interpreter between them, just as Jibilo used
to do for other people?

Swift as Desireis Laura Esquivel’sloving tribute to her father, who worked his own lifelong magic as a
telegraph operator. In this enchanting, bittersweet story, touched with graphic earthiness and wit, she shows
us how keeping secrets will always lead to unhappiness, and how communication is the key to love.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Laura Esquivel's Swift as Desire, an enchanting and sensuous romance, reflects upon an undying love and
the will to overcome an unspeakable tragedy. Asin her bestselling novel Like Water for Chocolate, Swift as
Desireisrich with metaphor, coated with magic, and very much about the power of desire. Jibilo, a
telegraph operator blessed (or cursed) with the ability to hear what people feel, radiates joy from his birth.
He spends his life mediating for others and salvaging their relationships, until disaster strikes his own life
and causes him to question, even loathe, his supernatural gift.

He who knew that no matter how quiet the air was, there were always hearts beating, planets
spinning in the heavens, bodies breathing, plants growing; and all producing sounds, but he
hadn't heard anything! He hadn't heard anything!

Writing the novel as atribute to her father (himself, atelegraph operator), Esquivel integrates her belief in
the power of words. Swift as Desire is an engaging and enjoyable story that anyone with the slightest interest
in a sensually romantic novel will find quite desirable, indeed. --Yvonne Schindler

From Publishers Weekly

The princess of modern Latin literature (second only to Isabel Allende) has written yet another quirky and
sensual story with amoralistic twist, its cute-as-can-be characters arguing and loving with equal passion. But
Esquivel's fourth novel lacksthat certain something that enthralled readers of Like Water for Chocolate. Her
writing is choppy, clich,-laden and has the feel of atrandation (no tranglator is credited). Y et it invokes
chuckles and sighs, and if areader craves more of the sweet wackiness that made the author's first book so
appealing, Swift As Desire certainly delivers. Since birth, JEbilo has had a zest for life and an uncanny
ability to hear the wordsin people's hearts before they are able to (or just didn't want to) say them. He puts
his talents to good use as a tel egraph operator in 1920s Mexico and fallsin love with beautiful, wealthy Luz.
The couple marries, has children and enjoys a heavenly existence. But something happens during their idyllic
life together that drives them apart. Now, their daughter Lluviais nursing her father as he is bedridden with
Parkinson's disease. Before JEbilo dies, Lluvia desperately wants to know the cause of her parents
separation. Through Morse code, she communicates with her father and uncovers the secret nothing juicy,
just a sad story that could have been avoided if the lines of communication between husband and wife had
been more open. Esquivel's storytelling abilities are in top form here, and, despite its unoriginality, the novel
succeeds in conveying a touching message of the power of familial and romantic love.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Adult/High School-With atouch of magical realism, and a strong dose of sensuality that almost tips over into
obsession, the author of Like Water for Chocolate (Doubleday, 1992) tells alove story like no other. Teens
will be transported into a different culture, and a different way of thinking and of viewing the world when
they meet Jubilo Chi. When he was a young child his Mayan grandmother taught him her language, and he
became the sole interpreter between his grandmother and his Spanish mother. His trandlations, rather than
literal, seek reconciliation between the warring women and eventually their suspicion turnsto love. The
power of words and of unspoken messages shape Jubilo's life and lead to his career as atelegraph operator.
He also embraces the Mayans' intimate connection with the universe, especially the sun, and can often



discern emotions using this connection. Eventually the family leaves his grandmother and Y ucat n and
movesto Mexico City, and at 17, Jubilo meets 15-year-old Lucha. Their attraction is immediate and
eventually they marry. Their passion is boundless, but Jubilo's job provides only the bare necessities, and
Luchas desire for the fine things turns to discontent and the source of their troubles. After two children and
many years of marriage, they separate, but their daughter, Lluvia, caring for her father, now old andiill, is
determined to unravel the mystery of their inability to reconcile. How she does so provides the climax to this
tale of love, laughter, desire, and remorse.

Molly Connally, Kings Park Library, Fairfax County, VA

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Bernstein:

Here thing why this Swift as Desire: A Novel are different and reliable to be yours. First of al reading
through a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy
asfood or not. Swift as Desire: A Novel giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Swift as Desire: A Novel. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world whichis
possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Swift as
Desire: A Novel in e-book can be your option.

Wendy Cort:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Swift as Desire: A Novel book is readable by simply you who hate those straight
word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Swift as Desire: A Novel content
conveys objective easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articlesbut it just different such asit. So, do you still thinking Swift as Desire: A Novel is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

James Gar za:

The book untitled Swift as Desire: A Novel isthe publication that recommended to you to study. Y ou can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did alot of exploration when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also
could get the e-book of Swift as Desire: A Novel from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.



William McCoy:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Swift as Desire: A Novel that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you may pick Swift as Desire: A Novel become your own personal starter.
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