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This book documents the history of Tamil cinema, one of the most colossal film
industries in the world, and studies the major studios of Madras, the largest
outside classical Hollywood in the private sector.

It engages with five major studios of Madras Modern Theatres, AVM, Gemini,
Vijaya-Vauhini, and Prasad through the origins of their founders, and explicates
how their history influenced the narratives, genre, and ideology of the canonical
films made in Madras studios, arguing for their lasting influence on Tamil
cinema.

Based on rare primary and secondary materials, and oral history, this book
engages with Tamil cinema at the intersection of its industrial, cultural, and
socio-political history to argue for its specificity in terms of its aesthetics and its
belief in the potential of the medium to mobilize audiences for ideology, politics,
and reflexivity.
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This book documents the history of Tamil cinema, one of the most colossal film industries in the world, and
studies the major studios of Madras, the largest outside classical Hollywood in the private sector.

It engages with five major studios of Madras Modern Theatres, AVM, Gemini, Vijaya-Vauhini, and Prasad
through the origins of their founders, and explicates how their history influenced the narratives, genre, and
ideology of the canonical films made in Madras studios, arguing for their lasting influence on Tamil cinema.

Based on rare primary and secondary materials, and oral history, this book engages with Tamil cinema at the
intersection of its industrial, cultural, and socio-political history to argue for its specificity in terms of its
aesthetics and its belief in the potential of the medium to mobilize audiences for ideology, politics, and
reflexivity.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Brace yourself for a ringside view of Madras studios! Original in its conception and elegant in execution …
this book will emerge as a standard bearer for scholarship on cinema studios.…”

(Lalitha Gopalan)

“What I find even more compelling is the way [the author] links the films of the major studios with
contemporary Tamil cinema to provocatively argue for the affect of the genocide in neighboring Sri Lanka
on the Tamil psyche.”

(S. Theodore Baskaran)

This book is a necessary read for anyone who wishes to understand not just Tamil cinema but the politics and
culture which shaped it. 

(Venkatesh Chakravarthy)

About the Author

Swarnavel Eswaran Pillai, PhD, is assistant professor in the English, and Media and Information
Departments at Michigan State University.

He is a graduate of the premier film school in Asia, The Film and Television Institute of India, and is an
accomplished documentarian whose films include Thangam, The Indian National Army, and Villu (The
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currently working on Hmong Memories at the Crossroads.

He earned his doctoral degree in film studies from the prestigious University of Iowa, and his research areas
include the history, theory, and production of documentaries and experimental films, and the specificity of
Tamil cinema and its complex relationship with Hollywood as well as popular Hindi cinema.

His recent publications include the book Cinema: Sattagamum Saalaramum (Cinema: Frame and a Window)
(2012), an anthology of scholarly essays in Tamil on documentaries and experimental films, and the essays
1970s Tamil Cinema and the Post-Classical Turn (2014), and Mirugavidusagam: Theatre of the Body, Ritual,
and Land (2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lauren Joseph:

Here thing why this specific Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil Cinema are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than
it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in
Tamil Cinema giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil
Cinema. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil Cinema in e-book
can be your alternate.

Maria Jennings:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in
Tamil Cinema can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Raquel Black:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil
Cinema can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Madras Studios: Narrative, Genre,
and Ideology in Tamil Cinema.

Mildred Olsen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Madras Studios:
Narrative, Genre, and Ideology in Tamil Cinema.
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