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The Lavi fighter program, the largest weapons-devel opment effort ever
undertaken by the State of Israel, envisioned a new generation of high-
performance aircraft. In acontroversial strategy, Israel Aircraft Industries
intended to develop and manufacture the fightersin Israel with American
financial support. The sophisticated planes, developed in the mid-1980s, were
unique in design and intended to make up the mgjority of the Israeli air force.
Though considerable prestige and money were at stake, developmental costs
increased and doubts arose as to whether the Lavi could indeed be the warplane it
was meant to be. Eventually the program became a microcosm for the ambitions,
fears, and internal divisions that shaped both the U.S.-Israeli relationship and
Israeli society itself. But the fighter never made it to operational service, and
until now, the full breadth and significance of the Lavi story have never been
examined and presented.

Lavi: The United States, Israel, and a Controversial Fighter Jet traces the
evolution of the Lavi fighter from its genesisin the 1970s to its scrapping in
August 1987. John W. Golan examines the roles of Israeli military icons and
political leaders such as Ezer Weizman, Ariel Sharon, Menachem Begin, and
Yitzhak Rabin in the program and in relation to their counterparts in the United
States. On the American side, Golan traces the evolution of government policy
toward the program, detailing the complex picture of the U.S. foreign policy
apparatus and of U.S.-Isragli relations in general—from President Reagan’s
public endorsement of the program on the White House lawn to Defense
Secretary Caspar Weinberger’s unremitting attemptsto cancel it in succeeding
years.
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The Lavi fighter program, the largest weapons-development effort ever undertaken by the State of Israel,
envisioned a new generation of high-performance aircraft. In a controversial strategy, Isragl Aircraft
Industries intended to develop and manufacture the fightersin Israel with American financial support. The
sophisticated planes, developed in the mid-1980s, were unigue in design and intended to make up the
majority of the Isragli air force. Though considerable prestige and money were at stake, developmental costs
increased and doubts arose as to whether the Lavi could indeed be the warplane it was meant to be.
Eventually the program became a microcosm for the ambitions, fears, and internal divisions that shaped both
the U.S.-Isragli relationship and Israeli society itself. But the fighter never made it to operational service, and
until now, the full breadth and significance of the Lavi story have never been examined and presented.

Lavi: The United Sates, Israel, and a Controversial Fighter Jet traces the evolution of the Lavi fighter from
its genesisin the 1970sto its scrapping in August 1987. John W. Golan examines the roles of Israeli military
icons and political leaders such as Ezer Weizman, Ariel Sharon, Menachem Begin, and Yitzhak Rabin in the
program and in relation to their counterpartsin the United States. On the American side, Golan traces the
evolution of government policy toward the program, detailing the complex picture of the U.S. foreign policy
apparatus and of U.S.-Isragli relations in general—from President Reagan’ s public endorsement of the
program on the White House lawn to Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger’s unremitting attempts to cancel
it in succeeding years.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[An] excellent book."—Maoshe Arens, Jerusalem Post
(Moshe Arens Jerusalem Post 2016-03-03)

"An excellent read for Airmen."—Maj Matthew C. Wunderlich, USAF, Air Force Research Institute
(Ma Matthew C. Wunderlich, USAF Air Force Research Institute)

“A fascinating read, Lavi includes multiple books in one, discussing the tactical reasons leading to the
development of the Lavi; examining the evolving political and budget intrigue leading to its cancellation; and
offering a detailed technical analysis of the Lavi versus its alternatives. An important addition to Middle East
aviation history.”—Lon O. Nordeen, author of Air Warfare in the Missile Age and Fighters over Israel and
commentator on the History Channel

(Lon O. Nordeen 2015-03-17)

About the Author

John W. Golan has served as adesigner, structural analyst, and engineering manager in the U.S. aerospace
industry for the last two decades, devel oping future-generation technology concepts. He has published
articles with Air Forces Monthly, Combat Aircraft, Aviation History, and the Jerusalem Post Magazine.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Peter Cox:

Here thing why that Lavi: The United States, Israel, and a Controversial Fighter Jet are different and
reputable to be yours. First of al studying abook is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Lavi: The United States, Israel, and a Controversial Fighter
Jet giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but thereis no
publication that similar with Lavi: The United States, Israel, and a Controversial Fighter Jet. It givesyou
thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Lavi: The
United States, Israel, and a Controversial Fighter Jet in e-book can be your option.

Cecil Hardin:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Lavi: The United States, Israel, and a Controversial Fighter Jet book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The



writer associated with Lavi: The United States, Israel, and a Controversial Fighter Jet content conveys
thinking easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different by means of it. So, do you even now thinking Lavi: The United States, Israel, and a
Controversial Fighter Jet is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Wade Diaz:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Lavi: The United States, Isradl,
and a Controversial Fighter Jet is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Roger Cooper:

Y ou can obtain this Lavi: The United States, |srael, and a Controversial Fighter Jet by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and aso can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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