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Nobel Prize-winning novelist J. M. Coetzee is one of the most widely taught
contemporary writers, but also one of the most elusive. Many critics who have
addressed his work have devoted themselves to rendering it more accessible and
acceptable, often playing down the features that discomfort and perplex his
readers.

Yet it is just these features, Derek Attridge argues, that give Coetzee's work its
haunting power and offer its greatest rewards. Attridge does justice to this power
and these rewards in a study that serves as an introduction for readers new to
Coetzee and a stimulus for thought for those who know his work well. Without
overlooking the South African dimension of his fiction, Attridge treats Coetzee
as a writer who raises questions of central importance to current debates both
within literary studies and more widely in the ethical arena. Implicit throughout
the book is Attridge's view that literature, more than philosophy, politics, or even
religion, does singular justice to our ethical impulses and acts. Attridge follows
Coetzee's lead in exploring a number of issues such as interpretation and literary
judgment, responsibility to the other, trust and betrayal, artistic commitment,
confession, and the problematic idea of truth to the self.
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Nobel Prize-winning novelist J. M. Coetzee is one of the most widely taught contemporary writers, but also
one of the most elusive. Many critics who have addressed his work have devoted themselves to rendering it
more accessible and acceptable, often playing down the features that discomfort and perplex his readers.

Yet it is just these features, Derek Attridge argues, that give Coetzee's work its haunting power and offer its
greatest rewards. Attridge does justice to this power and these rewards in a study that serves as an
introduction for readers new to Coetzee and a stimulus for thought for those who know his work well.
Without overlooking the South African dimension of his fiction, Attridge treats Coetzee as a writer who
raises questions of central importance to current debates both within literary studies and more widely in the
ethical arena. Implicit throughout the book is Attridge's view that literature, more than philosophy, politics,
or even religion, does singular justice to our ethical impulses and acts. Attridge follows Coetzee's lead in
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Editorial Review

Review

"An introduction for readers new to Coetzee and a stimulus for thought to those who know his work well."

(Fabula)

A CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title, 2006
(Outstanding Academic Titles, 2006 CHOICE 2006-01-01)

"An important milestone in the critical reception of Coetzee's ongoing oeuvre."
(Peggy Kamuf Year's Work in Critical and Cultural Theory)

"An accessible, readable analysis of Coetzee's oeuvre. . . . [Attridge's] overall theoretical argument, that
modernism holds some insights worth revisiting in the contemporary global context, is powerful. He
provides a strong example of how we might move toward a deeper consideration of the ethical force that
literature can have for both the reader and the critic."
(Antonia Smith H-Net Book Review)

"Attridge's study is not simply a comprehensive and up-to-date discussion of Coetzee's writing but also a
compelling meditaiton on what literature is and what it does to its readers. [It] not only convinces us of the
significance of Coetzee's novels but also of the significance of Attridge as a literary critic."
(Mark Libin English Studies in Canada)

About the Author

Derek Attridge is professor of English at the University of York. He is the author or editor of numerous
works, including Peculiar Language, Joyce Effects, Meter and Meaning, Poetic Rhythm, and The Singularity
of Literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Flora Godfrey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific J. M. Coetzee
and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the Event book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.



Robert Thomas:

J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the Event can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing J. M. Coetzee
and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the Event nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Tiffany Lyons:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of
Reading: Literature in the Event is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Jose Williams:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics
of Reading: Literature in the Event which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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