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Before Winnie-the-Pooh, there was a real bear named Winnie. And she was a
girl!

In 1914, Harry Colebourn, a veterinarian on his way to tend horsesin World War
I, followed his heart and rescued a baby bear. He named her Winnie, after his
hometown of Winnipeg, and he took the bear to war.

Harry Colebourn's real-life great-granddaughter tells the true story of a
remarkabl e friendship and an even more remarkabl e journey--from the fields of

Canada to a convoy across the ocean to an army base in England...

And finally to the London Zoo, where Winnie made another new friend: area
boy named Christopher Robin.

Hereis the remarkable true story of the bear who inspired Winnie-the-Pooh.
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A #1 New York Times Bestseller and Winner of the 2016 Caldecott M edal
Before Winnie-the-Pooh, there was a real bear named Winnie. And she was a girl!

In 1914, Harry Colebourn, a veterinarian on hisway to tend horsesin World War |, followed his heart and
rescued a baby bear. He named her Winnie, after his hometown of Winnipeg, and he took the bear to war.

Harry Colebourn's real-life great-granddaughter tells the true story of aremarkable friendship and an even
more remarkabl e journey--from the fields of Canada to a convoy across the ocean to an army basein
England...

And finally to the London Zoo, where Winnie made another new friend: areal boy named Christopher
Rabin.

Here is the remarkable true story of the bear who inspired Winnie-the-Pooh.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

K-Gr 3—This sweet tale of the black bear that inspired the legendary children's book character Winnie-the-
Pooh will resonate with readers. In the framing story, a mother tells her son, Cole, a bedtime tale about how
veterinarian Harry Colebourn, ayoung Canadian soldier on hisway to train and fight in Europe during
World War |, stumbled upon a baby black bear that he bought off atrapper at atrain depot. Colebourn
named the bear Winnie, short for Winnipeg, a gentle reminder of his hometown, and took the bear with him
to England. Winnie quickly became the mascot of his unit. But when the time came to ship out to France for
combat, Colebourn left his beloved pet in the capable hands of the London Zoo. Later, Milne and his son,
Christopher Robin, visited the London Zoo and Christopher Robin took an immediate shine to Winnie,
developing an unusually strong bond with the animal and even playing with her in her enclosure. The boy
imagined all sorts of adventures for Winnie, which became the basis for the now-famous stories written by
Milne. Washes of muted colors convey a cozy cheeriness that imbues the book with warmth and comfort,
while occasional interjections from young Cole add to the fun. Blackall's characters are rosy-cheeked and
expressive, while Winnie is curious and whimsical. A perfect melding of beautiful art with soulful,
imaginative writing, this lovely story, penned by Colebourn's great-great granddaughter, isideal for sharing
aloud or poring over individually. VERDICT Children everywhere will enjoy thistale for years. A must-
have.—Jody Kopple, Shady Hill School, Cambridge, MA

Review
A New York Times Notable Children's Book of the Year

* "The sum total is as captivating asit isinformative, transforming a personal family story into something
universally resonant."?Horn Book, starred review

* "Little ones who love Milne's classic stories will be enchanted by this heartening account of the bear's real -
life origins."?Booklist, starred review

* "A perfect melding of beautiful art with soulful, imaginative writing, this lovely story, penned by
Colebourn's great-great granddaughter, isideal for sharing aoud or poring over individualy."?School

Library Journal, starred review

* "The book strikes alovely, understated tone of wonder and family pride...[ Sophie Blackall] proves that
she's equally imaginative at chronicling straight-on reality too."

?Publishers Weekly, starred review

"Gorgeoudly illustrated...[a] delightful telling"?New York Times Book Review

"[An] inspiring text...Blackall's breathtaking watercol or illustrations demand to be examined up close, and
Winnie'sfaceis as expressive as the humans."?School Library Connection

About the Author



Lindsay Mattick, great-granddaughter of Harry Colebourn, has shared Winni€'s story around the world. She
lives with her family in Toronto, Canada.

Sophie Blackall's work has appeared in the bestselling vy and Bean series, award-winning picture books, a
global pro-vaccination campaign, and on arenowned NY C subway poster. She livesin Brooklyn with her
family.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Warren Zeigler:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individualsto
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Finding Winnie: The True Story of
the World's Most Famous Bear book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Benjamin Deloatch:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World's Most
Famous Bear can give you alot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So, why hesitate? Let us have Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World's
Most Famous Bear.

Keri Lo:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World's Most Famous
Bear wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of abook, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book that
you just wanted.

William M cCoy:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library aswell as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there



but nothing reading seriously. Any students fedl that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World's Most Famous Bear can make you
experience more interested to read.
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