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The past two centuries have witnessed tremendous upheavals in every aspect of
Chinese culture and society. At the level of everyday life, some of the most
remarkable transformations have occurred in the realm of gender. Chinese
Femininities/Chinese Masculinities is a mix of illuminating historical and
ethnographic studies of gender from the 1700s to the present.

The essays in this highly creative collection are organized in pairs that alternate
in focus between femininity and masculinity, between subjects traditionally
associated with feminism (such as family life) and those rarely considered from a
gendered point of view (like banditry). The chapters provide a wealth of
interesting detail on such varied topics as court cases involving widows and
homosexuals; ideal spouses of early-twentieth-century radicals; changing images
of prostitutes; the masculinity of qigong masters; sexuality in the era of reform;
and the eroticization of minorities. While most of the essays were specifically
written for this volume, a few are reprinted as a testament to their enduring value.

Exploring the central role of gender as an organizing principle of Chinese social
life, Chinese Femininities/ Chinese Masculinities is an innovative reader that will
spark new debate in a wide range of disciplines.
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The past two centuries have witnessed tremendous upheavals in every aspect of Chinese culture and society.
At the level of everyday life, some of the most remarkable transformations have occurred in the realm of
gender. Chinese Femininities/Chinese Masculinities is a mix of illuminating historical and ethnographic
studies of gender from the 1700s to the present.

The essays in this highly creative collection are organized in pairs that alternate in focus between femininity
and masculinity, between subjects traditionally associated with feminism (such as family life) and those
rarely considered from a gendered point of view (like banditry). The chapters provide a wealth of interesting
detail on such varied topics as court cases involving widows and homosexuals; ideal spouses of early-
twentieth-century radicals; changing images of prostitutes; the masculinity of qigong masters; sexuality in
the era of reform; and the eroticization of minorities. While most of the essays were specifically written for
this volume, a few are reprinted as a testament to their enduring value.

Exploring the central role of gender as an organizing principle of Chinese social life, Chinese Femininities/
Chinese Masculinities is an innovative reader that will spark new debate in a wide range of disciplines.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"The last thirty years have seen an astonishing growth in the field of gender studies for late-imperial and
twentieth-century China. In this ingeniously orchestrated book, Brownell and Wasserstrom not only give us a
careful bibliographic and analytical summary of that earlier work, but by assembling paired essays on
matching male and female gender issues, written by an excellent roster of scholars, they have indicated the
lines along which this field can expand fruitfully in the future."—Jonathan D. Spence, author of The Search
for Modern China

"In Chinese Feminities/Chinese Masculinities we finally have a volume that scholars of the world outside
China will ignore at their peril, so thoroughly will it shake prevailing assumptions about how sexuality and
gender can be historically and culturally constituted. Scholars and teachers of history, anthropology,
sociology, history of medicine and science, law, politics, literature, and psychiatry, among others, should
prepare for the great impact this splendid book is sure to have."—Emily Martin, author of The Woman in the
Body: A Cultural Analysis of Reproduction

From the Back Cover
"The last thirty years have seen an astonishing growth in the field of gender studies for late-imperial and
twentieth-century China. In this ingeniously orchestrated book, Brownell and Wasserstrom not only give us a
careful bibliographic and analytical summary of that earlier work, but by assembling paired essays on
matching male and female gender issues, written by an excellent roster of scholars, they have indicated the
lines along which this field can expand fruitfully in the future."--Jonathan D. Spence, author of "The Search
for Modern China

"In "Chinese Feminities/Chinese Masculinities we finally have a volume that scholars of the world outside
China will ignore at their peril, so thoroughly will it shake prevailing assumptions about how sexuality and
gender can be historically and culturally constituted. Scholars and teachers of history, anthropology,
sociology, history of medicine and science, law, politics, literature, and psychiatry, among others, should
prepare for the great impact this splendid book is sure to have."--Emily Martin, author of "The Woman in the
Body: A Cultural Analysis of Reproduction

About the Author

Susan Brownell is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the University of Missouri, St. Louis. She is the
author of Training the Body for China: Sports in the Moral Order of the People's Republic (1995). Jeffrey
N. Wasserstrom is Associate Professor of History at Indiana University. He is the author of Student Protests
in Twentieth-Century China: The View from Shanghai (1991) and coeditor of Popular Protest and Political
Culture in China (1994).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Esta Banks:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Chinese
Femininities/Chinese Masculinities: A Reader (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes). All type of book can
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Maria Abel:

The reserve with title Chinese Femininities/Chinese Masculinities: A Reader (Asia: Local Studies / Global
Themes) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jeremy Richards:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Chinese Femininities/Chinese Masculinities: A
Reader (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

James Buscher:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Chinese Femininities/Chinese Masculinities:
A Reader (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Chinese Femininities/Chinese Masculinities: A Reader (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes).
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