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This book explores the creation and use of artificially made humanoid servants
and servant networks by fictional and non-fictional scientists of the early modern
period. Beginning with an investigation of the roots of artificial servants,
humanoids, and automata from earlier times, LaGrandeur traces how these
literary representations coincide with a surging interest in automata and
experimentation, and how they blend with the magical science that preceded the
empirical era. In the instances that this book considers, the idea of the artificial
factotum is connected with an emotional paradox: the joy of self-enhancement is
counterpoised with the anxiety of self-displacement that comes with distribution
of agency.In this way, the older accounts of creating artificial slaves are accounts
of modernity in the making?a modernity characterized by the project of
extending the self and its powers, in which the vision of the extended self is
fundamentally inseparable from the vision of an attenuated self. This book
discusses the idea that fictional, artificial servants embody at once the ambitions
of the scientific wizards who make them and society’s perception of the dangers
of those ambitions, and represent the cultural fears triggered by independent,
experimental thinkers?the type of thinkers from whom our modern cyberneticists
descend.
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Editorial Review

Review

'...an ambitious volume... [that] complements recent scholarship on automata in early modern
literature, and will be of interest to scholars working on that topic, as well as the history of early
modern science and art history.' - Renaissance Quarterly

'Androids and Intelligent Networks in Early Modern Literature and Culture is a lively and stimulating
odyssey into a time when the engineer and the magician inhabited mental worlds that overlapped with
another in a way that we might like to believe has long since vanished. It is to LaGrandeur's credit
that this book helps us to recreate those worlds, while also pointing out ways in which they have not so
much disappeared, but have become sublimated within a new language of control and artifice.' -
Jonathan Sawday, The American Historical Review

"…in this fascinating and original book, Kevin LaGrandeur… offers an original and thought-
provoking perspective that has the bracing effect of 'making strange' these very familiar texts and…
by its end, few will dispute that ‘we have no monopoly, in our age, on the idea of blending the traits of
the human and the machine or on the notion of creating artificial slaves’" - Science Fiction Studies

About the Author

Kevin LaGrandeur is Associate Professor of English at the New York Institute of Technology, US.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Androids and Intelligent Networks in Early Modern Literature and
Culture: Artificial Slaves (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture).

Ebony Thornton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look



different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book Androids and Intelligent Networks in Early Modern
Literature and Culture: Artificial Slaves (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features
high quality.

Edna Brooks:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Androids and
Intelligent Networks in Early Modern Literature and Culture: Artificial Slaves (Routledge Studies in
Renaissance Literature and Culture), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Jackie Ballesteros:

Beside this specific Androids and Intelligent Networks in Early Modern Literature and Culture: Artificial
Slaves (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) in your phone, it could give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in
the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Androids and Intelligent Networks in Early Modern Literature and Culture: Artificial Slaves (Routledge
Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!
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