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In Writing After War, John Limon develops a theory of the relationship of war in
general to literature in general, in order to make sense of American literary
history in particular. Applying the work of war theorists Carl von Clausewitz and
Elaine Scarry, John Limon argues that The Iliad inaugurates Western literature
on the failure of war to be duel-like, to have a beautiful form. War's failure is
literature's justification.

American literary history is demarcated by wars, as if literary epochs, like the
history of literature itself, required bloodshed to commence. But in chapters on
periods of literary history from realism, generally taken to be a product of the
Civil War, through modernism, usually assumed to be a prediction or result of
the Great War, up to postmodernism which followed World War II and spanned
Vietnam, Limon argues that, despite the looming presence of war in American
history, the techniques that define these periods are essentially ways of not
writing war.

From James and Twain, through Fitzgerald, Faulkner, and even Hemingway, to
Pynchon, our national literary history is not hopelessly masculinist, Limon
argues. Instead, it arrives naturally at Bobbie Ann Mason and Maxine Hong
Kingston. Kingston brings the discussion full circle: The Woman Warrior, like
The Iliad, appears to condemn the fall from duel to war that is literature's endless
opening.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Limon's book is extraordinarily good. It is an important book, not only for students of American literature
but for anyone concerned with the methodology and effective practice of cultural studies. The writing is,
throughout, elegant, witty, and transparently accessible."--Warner Berthoff, Harvard University

"Superb: it offers an original and valuable reconceptualization of a very old problem (the relations between
literature and war), it makes brilliant applications of contemporary literary theory, it offers fresh, formidable
interpretations of almost every fictional text it mentions, and is strikingly writte and argued. I'm going to
recommend it highly and widely."--Jay Watson, University of Mississippi

"The attractive feature of this book is the way it broaches a whole series of interesting and unusual issues,
and focuses on many of the familiar American writers from a new perspective."--Journal of American
Studies

"...Limon offers critical readings of an impressively wide range of authors. He is able to move with grace and
aplomb between writers as different as Louisa May Alcott and Luce Irigaray....Writing After War is a
thoughtful, learned interpretation of postwar American writing, and it makes a valuable contribution to the
studies of American literature, aesthetics, and war."--CLIO

From the Back Cover
Limon's book is extraordinarily good. It is an important book, not only for students of American literature
but for anyone concerned with the methodology and effective practice of cultural studies. The writing is,
throughout, elegant, witty, and transparently accessible.

About the Author

John Limon is Associate Professor of English and American Studies at Williams College. He is the author
of The Place of Fiction in the Time of Science (1990).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Canfield:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the



resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Writing after War: American War Fiction
from Realism to Postmodernism book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Vickie Hintz:

The book Writing after War: American War Fiction from Realism to Postmodernism will bring one to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Writing after War: American War
Fiction from Realism to Postmodernism is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Marilyn Leonard:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The
book that recommended to your account is Writing after War: American War Fiction from Realism to
Postmodernism this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited
all of you.

Bernard Kovach:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Writing after
War: American War Fiction from Realism to Postmodernism which is finding the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's view.
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