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In this widely acclaimed biographical essay, Christopher Hitchens assesses the
life, the achievements, and the myth of the great political writer and participant
George Orwell. In true emulative and contrarian style, Hitchens is both admiring
and aggressive, sympathetic yet critical, taking true measure of his subject as
hero and problem. Answering both the detractors and the false claimants,
Hitchens tears down the façade of sainthood erected by the hagiographers and
rebuts the critics point by point. He examines Orwell and his perspectives on
fascism, empire, feminism, and Englishness, as well as his outlook on America, a
country and culture towards which he exhibited much ambivalence. Whether
thinking about empires or dictators, race or class, nationalism or popular culture,
Orwell's moral outlook remains indispensable in a world that has undergone vast
changes in the fifty years since his death. Combining the best of Hitchens's
polemical punch and intellectual elegance in a tightly woven and subtle
argument, this book addresses not only why Orwell matters today, but how he
will continue to matter in a future, uncertain world.Christopher Hitchens, one of
the most incisive minds of our own age, meets Orwell on the page in this
provocative encounter of wit, contention and moral truth.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Vanity Fair and Nation contributor Hitchens passionately defends a great writer from attacks by both right
and left, though he also refutes those fans who proclaim his sainthood. George Orwell (1903-1950), a
socialist who abhorred all forms of totalitarianism, was, as Hitchens points out, prescient about the "three
great subjects of the twentieth century:" imperialism, fascism, and Stalinism. In all things, Orwell's feelings
were every bit as visceral as intellectual, and Hitchens devotes some of his best writing to describing
Orwell's first-hand experiences with empire in Burma. It was there that he learned to hate racism, bullying
and exploitation of the lower classes. "Orwell can be read," notes Hitchens, "as one of the founders of... post-
colonialism." Orwell's insights about fascism and Stalinism crystallized in Spain, while he was fighting in
the Civil War. Hitchens offers an excellent analysis of the writer's women, both real (his wives) and fictional,
to show that the feminist critique of Orwell (that he didn't like strong, brainy women) may be unfair, though
Hitchens also points out what feminists have ignored: Orwell's "revulsion for birth control and abortion."
Hitchens brilliantly marshals his deep knowledge of Orwell's work. Fans of Orwell will enjoy Hitchens's
learned and convincing defense, while those unfamiliar with Orwell may perhaps be induced to return to the
source. (Oct.) Forecast: Hitchens has made a splash with recent books (Letters to a Young Contrarian and
The Trial of Henry Kissinger). Basic is banking on similar success with a 30,000 first printing.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Far from being an ordinary biography, this small volume is an in-depth investigation of the essential George
Orwell-"the heart on fire and the brain on ice." Hitchens recognizes that Orwell was more than the author of
1984 and Animal Farm. He was a keen critic of Nazism and Stalinism and didn't soften his pictures of them
to sell books. His analysis of the grave inequities of those two forms of government is sufficiently acute to
apply to the early 21st century's political spectrum. While claiming that Orwell "requires extricating from a
pile of saccharine tablets and moist hankies [as] an object of sickly veneration and sentimental over-praise,"
Hitchens, a columnist for Vanity Fair and the Nation, asserts that in contrast to his many contemporaries who
wrote about the era's political issues (e.g., Louis MacNeice, Stephen Spender, and Cecil Day Lewis), "it [is]
possible to reprint every single letter, book review and essay composed by Orwell without exposing him to
any embarrassment"-a remarkable feat, indeed. The only problem with this study is that it assumes that the
reader already knows that Orwell conscientiously overcame his early anti-intellectualism, his dislike of the
"dark" people of the English Empire, and his squeamishness about homosexuality-all to become a great
humanist. Thus, it is written for readers who have already done their homework. Recommended for large
libraries with extensive political science holdings.
Charles C. Nash, Cottey Coll., Nevada, MO
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
George Orwell is one of those rare writers who are both artistic and fluent in world events and politics. His
shrewd, indelible novels are continually read and discussed all around the world, but Orwell,
uncompromising and independent to the point of penury, didn't reach this pinnacle without adversity or
controversy. Hitchens, an author and columnist for the Nation and Vanity Fair, whose combativeness and
peppery eloquence are backed by wide-ranging erudition, reasserts Orwell's significance in this impassioned
yet pinpoint assessment of the man, his writings, and their reception, which has been by turns sloppily
negative or excessively positive. Hitchens dissects in fresh and insightful detail the "extraordinary salience"
and ongoing relevance (hence the term Orwellian) of Orwell's complex subjects--imperialism, fascism,
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Stalinism, nuclear weapons, environmentalism--and parses the prescience that inspired Orwell to invent the
expression cold war and foresee many of the global conflicts we're currently experiencing. Moving neatly
from political commentary to literary criticism and biography, Hitchens clarifies all that Orwell
accomplished and, by extension, affirms literature's unique and essential powers. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Why Orwell Matters. All
type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Conrad Degregorio:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be examine. Why Orwell Matters can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who
have those short spare time problems.

Gretchen Meehan:

You can get this Why Orwell Matters by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Calvin Cline:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with
regards to something by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra
Why Orwell Matters.
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