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Vanities of the Eye investigates the cultural history of the sensesin early modern
Europe, atime in which the nature and reliability of human vision was the focus
of much debate. In medicine, art theory, science, religion, and philosophy, sight
came to be characterized as uncertain or paradoxical--mental images no longer
resembled the external world. Was seeing really believing?

Stuart Clark explores the controversial debates of the time--from the fantasies
and hallucinations of melancholia, to the illusions of magic, art, demonic
deceptions, and witchcraft. The truth and function of religiousimages and the
authenticity of miracles and visions were also questioned with new vigor,
affecting such contemporary works as Macbeth-- a play deeply concerned with
the dangers of visual illusion. Clark a so contends that there was a close
connection between these debates and the ways in which philosophers such as
Descartes and Hobbes devel oped new theories on the relationship between the
real and virtual.

Original, highly accessible, and a major contribution to our understanding of
European culture, Vanities of the Eye will be of great interest to awide range of
historians and anyone interested in the true nature of seeing.
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Vanities of the Eye investigates the cultural history of the sensesin early modern Europe, atime in which the
nature and reliability of human vision was the focus of much debate. In medicine, art theory, science,
religion, and philosophy, sight came to be characterized as uncertain or paradoxical--mental images no
longer resembled the external world. Was seeing really believing?

Stuart Clark explores the controversial debates of the time--from the fantasies and hallucinations of
melanchalia, to the illusions of magic, art, demonic deceptions, and witchcraft. The truth and function of
religious images and the authenticity of miracles and visions were also questioned with new vigor, affecting
such contemporary works as Macheth-- a play deeply concerned with the dangers of visual illusion. Clark
also contends that there was a close connection between these debates and the ways in which philosophers
such as Descartes and Hobbes devel oped new theories on the relationship between the real and virtual.

Original, highly accessible, and amajor contribution to our understanding of European culture, Vanities of
the Eye will be of great interest to awide range of historians and anyone interested in the true nature of
seeing.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Clark's analysis should prompt historians of early modern art, religion, philosophy, and science to a new
apprecation of how central concerns over seeing werein all these areas. Far from being a 'historian of
witchcraft' or now a'historian of vision,' Clark is one of our preeminent historians of therich
interconnectedness of early modern intellectual culture."--Michael D. Bailey, American Historical Review

"Wonderfully subtle exploration of how, from the 15th to the 17th centuries, people developed a complex
understanding of the relationship between what was seen and what was known."--P.D. Smith, The Guardian

"An impressive and authoritative contribution to the cultural history of sight...Clark's book is a powerful
argument that any scholar who has an interest in images and image making, in their production and
circulation, must give attention to the nature of vision itself, and to the many interlocking factors that
determineits cultural construction." -- Renaissance Quarterly

About the Author
Stuart Clark is a Professor of History at University of Wales Swansea.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Grace Godwin:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They arereally reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you will require this Vanities of the Eye: Vision in Early Modern European
Culture.

Joseph Vest:

The book untitled Vanities of the Eye: Vision in Early Modern European Culture contain alot of information
onit. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author



brings you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Patricia Gallagher:

Y ou can get this Vanities of the Eye: Vision in Early Modern European Culture by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till revise. Let'stry to choose suitable ways
for you.

Josephine Weeks:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could a so bring us to around the world. By
the book Vanities of the Eye: Vision in Early Modern European Culture we can have more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book
Vanities of the Eye: Vision in Early Modern European Culture. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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