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What is the relationship between our conception of humans as producers or
creators; as consumers of taste and pleasure; and as creators of value? Combining
cultural history, economics, and literary criticism, Regenia Gagnier's new work
traces the parallel development of economic and aesthetic theory, offering a
shrewd reading of humans as workers and wanters, born of labor and desire.

The Insatiability of Human Wants begins during a key transitional moment in
aesthetic and economic theory, 1871, when both disciplines underwent a turn
from production to consumption models. In economics, an emphasis on the
theory of value and the social relations between land, labor, and capital gave way
to more individualistic models of consumerism. Similarly, in aesthetics, theories
of artistic production or creativity soon bowed to models of taste, pleasure, and
reception.

Using these developments as a point of departure, Gagnier deftly traces the shift
in Western thought from models of production to consumption. From its
exploration of early market logic and Kantian thought to its look at the
aestheticization of homelessness and our own market boom, The Insatiability of
Human Wants invites us to contemplate alternative interpretations of economics,
aesthetics, and history itself.
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What is the relationship between our conception of humans as producers or creators; as consumers of taste
and pleasure; and as creators of value? Combining cultural history, economics, and literary criticism,
Regenia Gagnier's new work traces the parallel development of economic and aesthetic theory, offering a
shrewd reading of humans as workers and wanters, born of labor and desire.

The Insatiability of Human Wants begins during a key transitional moment in aesthetic and economic theory,
1871, when both disciplines underwent a turn from production to consumption models. In economics, an
emphasis on the theory of value and the social relations between land, labor, and capital gave way to more
individualistic models of consumerism. Similarly, in aesthetics, theories of artistic production or creativity
soon bowed to models of taste, pleasure, and reception.

Using these developments as a point of departure, Gagnier deftly traces the shift in Western thought from
models of production to consumption. From its exploration of early market logic and Kantian thought to its
look at the aestheticization of homelessness and our own market boom, The Insatiability of Human Wants
invites us to contemplate alternative interpretations of economics, aesthetics, and history itself.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

Combining cultural history, economics, and literary criticism, Regenia Gagnier's new work traces the parallel
development of economic theory and aesthetic theory, offering a shrewd reading of humans as workers and
wanters, born of labor and desire. The story told in The Insatiability of Human Wants begins in the 1870s, a
key transitional moment in aesthetics and economics, when both disciplines underwent a turn from
production to consumption models. In economics, an emphasis on the theory of value and the social relations
between land, labor, and capital gave way to more individualistic models of consumerism. Similarly, in
aesthetics, theories of artistic production or creativity bowed to models of taste, pleasure, and reception.
Using these developments as a point of departure, Gagnier deftly traces the shift in Western thought from
models of production to models of consumption.

About the Author

Regenia Gagnier is a Professor of English at the University of Exeter. She is the author of Idylls of the
Marketplace: Oscar Wilde and the Victorian Public and Subjectivities: A History of Self-Representation in
Britain, 1832-1920.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jill Barks:

The reason? Because this The Insatiability of Human Wants: Economics and Aesthetics in Market Society is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Elsie Port:

The Insatiability of Human Wants: Economics and Aesthetics in Market Society can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing
The Insatiability of Human Wants: Economics and Aesthetics in Market Society but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.



John McKeever:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Insatiability of Human Wants:
Economics and Aesthetics in Market Society book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The
Insatiability of Human Wants: Economics and Aesthetics in Market Society as good book but not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Wayne Joseph:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Insatiability of Human Wants: Economics and Aesthetics in Market Society we
can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a
book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that
book The Insatiability of Human Wants: Economics and Aesthetics in Market Society. You can more
inviting than now.
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