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This book examines Shakespeare's fascination with the art of narrative and the
visuality of language. Richard Meek complicates our conception of Shakespeare
as either a 'man of the theatre' or a 'literary dramatist', suggesting ways in which
his works themselves debate the question of text versus performance. Beginning
with an exploration of the pictorialism of Shakespeare's narrative poems, the
book goes on to examine several moments in Shakespeare's dramatic works when
characters break off the action to describe an absent, 'offstage' event, place or
work of art. Meek argues that Shakespeare does not simply prioritise drama over
other forms of representation, but rather that he repeatedly exploits the interplay
between different types of mimesis - narrative, dramatic and pictorial - in order to
beguile his audiences and readers. Setting Shakespeare's works in their literary
and rhetorical contexts, and engaging with contemporary literary theory, the book
offers new readings of Venus and Adonis, The Rape of Lucrece, Hamlet, King
Lear and The Winter's Tale. The book will be of particular relevance to readers
interested in the relationship between verbal and visual art, theories of
representation and mimesis, Renaissance literary and rhetorical culture, and
debates regarding Shakespeare's status as a literary dramatist.
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Meek complicates our conception of Shakespeare as either a 'man of the theatre' or a 'literary dramatist',
suggesting ways in which his works themselves debate the question of text versus performance. Beginning
with an exploration of the pictorialism of Shakespeare's narrative poems, the book goes on to examine
several moments in Shakespeare's dramatic works when characters break off the action to describe an absent,
'offstage' event, place or work of art. Meek argues that Shakespeare does not simply prioritise drama over
other forms of representation, but rather that he repeatedly exploits the interplay between different types of
mimesis - narrative, dramatic and pictorial - in order to beguile his audiences and readers. Setting
Shakespeare's works in their literary and rhetorical contexts, and engaging with contemporary literary theory,
the book offers new readings of Venus and Adonis, The Rape of Lucrece, Hamlet, King Lear and The
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Editorial Review

Review
'Recommended.' Choice '[Narrating the Visual in Shakespeare] is a fine, scholarly achievement and an
important contribution to a revival of interest in the relationships between visual culture, drama, and indeed
rhetoric, in the early modern period.' Shakespeare Survey 2010 'In this ambitious study Richard Meek offers
a rethinking of Shakespeare's use of ekphrasis [...] and the creative capital Shakespeare makes of the
ambiguity of representation in poetry and drama. ... the originality of Meek's approach lies in his readiness to
link [ekphrasis] with Shakespeare's broader project of 'narrating the visual'... One of the book's strengths is
its readiness to pose difficult questions. The reading of the final scene of The Winter's Tale is exemplary of
Meek's method... Meek's is one of the clearest expositions of the complex meditation on the ambivalences of
art that Shakespeare performs in this text... [A] brilliant study.' Modern Language Review 'Meek offers a
highly nuanced analysis of [The Winter's Tale's] complex representation of the relationship between
narrative and drama, and the unreliability of both... Meek's excellent essay beautifully shows that there is
much more to the spectacular effects of The Winter's Tale than meets the eye.' Year's Work in English
Studies With an awareness of the visual, the aural and the kinaesthetic (in addition to the conventionally
privileged written and read) permeating much that is done in secondary and higher education, Narrating the
Visual in Shakespeare deserves a wide readership in Literature, Theatre Studies and Education departments:
it is a thoroughly researched, thought-provoking and accomplished work.' Catherine M.S. Alexander,
Zeitschrift fur Anglistik und Amerikanistik

About the Author
Richard Meek is Lecturer in the Department of English at the University of Hull, UK

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Narrating the Visual
in Shakespeare which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Wilson Gonzalez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Narrating the Visual in Shakespeare or perhaps others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Narrating the
Visual in Shakespeare to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.



Philip Martin:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Narrating the Visual in Shakespeare. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Clara Duke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Narrating the Visual in
Shakespeare.
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