- ~« 2_ Napoleon's Buttons

By Penny Le Couteur, Jay Burreson

Read Online ©

Napoleon's Buttons By Penny Le Couteur, Jay Burreson

Napoleon's Buttons is the fascinating account of seventeen groups of molecules
that have greatly influenced the course of history. These molecules provided the
impetus for early exploration, and made possible the voyages of discovery that
ensued. The molecules resulted in grand feats of engineering and spurred
advances in medicine and law; they determined what we now eat, drink, and
wear. A change as small as the position of an atom can lead to enormous
alterations in the properties of a substance-which, in turn, can result in great
historical shifts.

With lively prose and an eye for colorful and unusual details, Le Couteur and

Burreson offer anovel way to understand the shaping of civilization and the
workings of our contemporary world.
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Napoleon's Buttons is the fascinating account of seventeen groups of molecules that have greatly influenced
the course of history. These molecules provided the impetus for early exploration, and made possible the
voyages of discovery that ensued. The molecules resulted in grand feats of engineering and spurred advances
in medicine and law; they determined what we now eat, drink, and wear. A change as small as the position of
an atom can lead to enormous alterations in the properties of a substance-which, in turn, can result in great
historical shifts.

With lively prose and an eye for colorful and unusual details, Le Couteur and Burreson offer anovel way to
understand the shaping of civilization and the workings of our contemporary world.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Women who use birth control pills probably care more about their effectiveness than about how they actually
work, and although ignorance here may be bliss, it also cheats one of a good science story, involving a
driven chemist making a serendipitous discovery about cortisone. Le Couteur and Burreson roll out 17
episodes selected for their salience in affecting health aswell as history at large. This pair of chemists doesn't
overinterpret a particular chemical as a historical influence but makes speculating on, say, piperene, a
sporting diversion. Piperene is the molecule that causes taste buds to sting from pepper. Venice had a
monopoly on the pepper trade, which rivals wished to break, motivating the voyages of discovery. Although
connections frame the authors' tales (the title refers to tin buttons, which contributed to Napoleon's defeat in
Russia), each story dwells on its molecular protagonist. The authors diagram the formula and shape of each,
from the polymer behind the sheen in silk to the ionic bonds in the taste of salt. Well-conceived, well-done
popular science. Gilbert Taylor
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Review
"Well-conceived, well-done popular science." ---Booklist

About the Author
Jay Burreson, Ph.D., hasworked as an industrial chemist and held a National Institutes of Health special
fellowship at the University of Hawaii.

Penny Le Couteur, Ph.D., isa professor of chemistry at Capilano College in British Columbia, Canada, and
the recipient of a Polysar Award for Outstanding Chemistry Teaching in Canadian Colleges.

Laural Merlington has recorded well over one hundred audiobooks and has received several AudioFile
Earphones Awards, including one for Never Say Die by Susan Jacaby.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carla Arbogast:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goa; it means that
book has different type. Some peoplereally feel enjoy to spend their timeto read a book. They arereally
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Napoleon's Buttons.

Melissa Fanning:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for al peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Napoleon's Buttons.
All type of book can you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Edward Orr:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Napoleon's Buttons book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading through experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Napoleon's Buttons
content conveys the thought easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different in the form of it. So, do you nevertheless thinking Napoleon's Buttonsis
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

DorisBlair:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Napoleon's Buttons can give you alot of buddies
because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So,
why hesitate? We need to have Napoleon's Buttons.
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