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Victorian culture is famous for its idealization of mothers and families, yet the
popular novels of this period frequently feature mothers who are dead or
otherwise absent. Through an analysis of the work of Dickens, Collins, Eliot,
Darwin and Woolf, Carolyn Dever discusses this apparent paradox. She shows
how the idealized dead mother is fundamental to the Victorians' idea of origins,
and later becomes the central figure of Freudian psychoanalysis. Dever
demonstrates that Victorian literature and psychoanalysis have much to teach us
about each other.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This volume will suit those who enjoy post-Freudian analysis of literature...." Choice

"Carolyn Dever's book is well-researched and excellent study about the actual medical and idealized literary
versions of mothers dying in childbirth in Victorian England." Monika Elbert, Journal of the Association for
Research in Mothering

"...[an] often brilliantly illuminating, always compelling discussion of the significance of maternal death in
Victorian narrative. Dever's close, theoreticallu sophisticated, often delightfully witty readings display both
her originality and her synthetic skill. Her analysis of the analysts is a tour de force (she is a superb reader of
Klein in perticular), and her discussion of Victorian narrative as an elaborate fort-da game - where the
mother's absence is controlled and displaced by its representation - is splendid." Eileen Gilloly, Victorian
Studies

"Carolyn Dever's Death and the Mother from Dickens to Freud: Victorian Fiction and the Anxiety of Origins
is a shrewd and elegant account of the meaning of maternal loss in psychoanalysis...and in Bleak House, The
Woman in White, Daniel Deronda, Charles Darwin's Autobiography, and To the Lighthouse. Dever
understands Freudian psychoanalytic theory and the Victorian novel to dwell within a common horizon of
cultural assumptions, which is why she is able so persuasively to read Freud's case studies as exemplifying
mid-Victorian fictional tropes." Linda Dowling, Studies in English Literature

"...a shrewd and elegant account of the meaning of maternal loss in psychoanalysis..." SEL

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Death and the Mother from Dickens to
Freud: Victorian Fiction and the Anxiety of Origins (Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature
and Culture), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Loyd Tyler:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Death and the Mother from Dickens to
Freud: Victorian Fiction and the Anxiety of Origins (Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature



and Culture) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Death and the Mother from
Dickens to Freud: Victorian Fiction and the Anxiety of Origins (Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century
Literature and Culture) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide
that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Brenda Moulton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
Death and the Mother from Dickens to Freud: Victorian Fiction and the Anxiety of Origins (Cambridge
Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture) can be your answer because it can be read by you who
have those short free time problems.

John Johnson:

You can get this Death and the Mother from Dickens to Freud: Victorian Fiction and the Anxiety of Origins
(Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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