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Culture of Encounters documents the fascinating exchange between the Persian-
speaking Islamic elite of the Mughal Empire and traditional Sanskrit scholars,
which engendered a dynamic idea of Mughal rule essential to the empire's
survival. This history begins with the invitation of Brahman and Jain intellectuals
to King Akbar's court in the 1560s, then details the numerous Mughal -backed
texts they and their Mughal interlocutors produced under emperors Akbar,
Jahangir (1605-1627), and Shah Jahan (1628-1658). Many works, including
Sanskrit epics and historical texts, were translated into Persian, elevating the
political position of Brahmans and Jains and cultivating a voracious appetite for
Indian writings throughout the Mughal world.

Thefirst book to read these Sanskrit and Persian works in tandem, Culture of
Encounters recasts the Mughal Empire as a polyglot polity that collaborated with
its Indian subjects to envision its sovereignty. The work also reframes the
development of Brahman and Jain communities under Mughal rule, which
coalesced around carefully selected, politically salient memories of imperial
interaction. Along with its groundbreaking findings, Culture of Encounters
certifies the critical role of the sociology of empire in building the Mughal polity,
which came to irrevocably shape the literary and ruling cultures of early modern
India
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Culture of Encounters documents the fascinating exchange between the Persian-speaking Ilamic elite of the
Mughal Empire and traditional Sanskrit scholars, which engendered a dynamic idea of Mughal rule essential
to the empire's survival. This history begins with the invitation of Brahman and Jain intellectuals to King
Akbar's court in the 1560s, then details the numerous Mughal-backed texts they and their Mughal
interlocutors produced under emperors Akbar, Jahangir (1605-1627), and Shah Jahan (1628-1658). Many
works, including Sanskrit epics and historical texts, were translated into Persian, elevating the political
position of Brahmans and Jains and cultivating a voracious appetite for Indian writings throughout the
Mughal world.

The first book to read these Sanskrit and Persian works in tandem, Culture of Encounters recasts the Mughal
Empire as a polyglot polity that collaborated with its Indian subjects to envision its sovereignty. The work
also reframes the development of Brahman and Jain communities under Mughal rule, which coalesced
around carefully selected, politically salient memories of imperia interaction. Along with its groundbreaking
findings, Culture of Encounters certifies the critical role of the sociology of empire in building the Mughal
polity, which cameto irrevocably shape the literary and ruling cultures of early modern India.
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Editorial Review
Review

In Culture of Encounters, Audrey Truschke makes a compelling argument for the importance of Sanskrit and
Sanskrit intellectuals in the Mughal court. Although certain aspects of these 'encounters have been
researched before, Truschke's work is more comprehensive, and her precise textual anayses go further than
any others so far. Thisisan important and impressive work that should change the field of Mughal studies.

(Francesca Orsini, SOAS, University of London)

A remarkable achievement. Exploiting a substantial archive of Sanskrit materials, Truschke reveals a
vibrantly multicultural Mughal court, one more thoroughly Indian than is commonly thought, owing to its
close engagement with the land's oldest literary culture.

(Richard M. Eaton, University of Arizona)

Cultures of Encounter is a breakthrough in modern scholarship on the history and culture of South Asia. This
absorbing account of the interaction of Persian and Sanskrit offers a powerful corrective to conventional
one-sided narratives.

(Carl W. Ernst, University of North Carolina)
About the Author

Audrey Truschke is assistant professor of South Asian history at Rutgers University—Newark and a Mellon
Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Religious Studies at Stanford University. She writes about cultural
and intellectual history, the relationship between empire and literature, and cross-cultural interactionsin
early modern South Asia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Duckett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Culture of Encounters. Sanskrit at the Mughal Court (South
AsiaAcrossthe Disciplines). Try to the actual book Culture of Encounters. Sanskrit at the Mughal Court
(South Asia Across the Disciplines) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previoudly. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Bryant Kdly:

Exactly why? Because this Culture of Encounters: Sanskrit at the Mughal Court (South Asia Across the
Disciplines) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you alot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If | were being you |
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Emma O\'Neill:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Culture of Encounters: Sanskrit at the
Mughal Court (South Asia Across the Disciplines) is simpleto deliver you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. And
so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jere Bingham:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be ableto year. Aswe know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Culture of Encounters: Sanskrit at the Mughal Court (South Asia Across the Disciplines) we can get
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this
book Culture of Encounters: Sanskrit at the Mughal Court (South Asia Across the Disciplines). You can
more attractive than now.
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