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Following the enchanting story recounted in When | Was Puerto Rican of the
author’ s emergence from the barrios of Brooklyn to the prestigious Performing
Arts High School in Manhattan, Esmeralda Santiago delivers the tale of her
young adulthood, where she continually strives to find a balance between
becoming American and staying Puerto Rican. While trandlating for her mother
Mami at the welfare office in the morning, starring as Cleopatraat New York’s
prestigious Performing Arts High Schooal in the afternoons, and dancing salsa all
night, she beginsto defy her mother’ s protective rules, only to find that
independence brings new dangers and dilemmas.
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Following the enchanting story recounted in When | Was Puerto Rican of the author’ s emergence from the
barrios of Brooklyn to the prestigious Performing Arts High School in Manhattan, Esmeralda Santiago
deliversthetale of her young adulthood, where she continually strives to find a balance between becoming
American and staying Puerto Rican. While translating for her mother Mami at the welfare office in the
morning, starring as Cleopatraat New Y ork’s prestigious Performing Arts High School in the afternoons,
and dancing salsa all night, she beginsto defy her mother’s protective rules, only to find that independence
brings new dangers and dilemmas.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A courageous memoair. . . . One withesses ... the blessings, contradictions and restraints of Puerto Rican
culture”. -- The Washington Post Book World

From the Inside Flap

"Not only for readers who share [Santiago's] experiences but for North Americans who seek to understand
what it means to be the other."--"The Boston Globe

In her new memoir, the acclaimed author of When | Was Puerto Rican continues the riveting chronicle of her
emergence from the barrios of Brooklyn to the theaters of Manhattan.

"Negi," as Santiago's family affectionately calls her, leaves rural Macun in 1961 to live in athree-room
tenement apartment with seven young siblings, an inquisitive grandmother, and a strict mother who won't
alow her to date. At thirteen, Negi yearns for her own bed, privacy, and alife with her father, who remains
in Puerto Rico. Trandating for Mami at the welfare office in the morning, starring as Cleopatra at New

Y ork's prestigious Performing Arts High School in the afternoons, and dancing salsaall night, she yearnsto
find balance between being American and being Puerto Rican. When Negi defies her mother by going on a
series of hilarious dates, she finds that independence brings its own set of challenges.

At once a universally poignant coming-of-age tale and a brave and heartfelt immigrant's story, Almost a
Woman is Santiago's triumphant journey into womanhood.

"A universal tale familiar to thousands of immigrants to this country, but made special by Santiago's
simplicity and honesty."

--"The Miami Herald

"A courageous memoir. . . . One witnesses. . .the blessings, contradictions and restraints of Puerto Rican
culture.”

--"The Washington Post Book World

From the Back Cover
In her new memoir, the acclaimed author of When | Was Puerto Rican continues the riveting chronicle of her
emergence from the barrios of Brooklyn to the theaters of Manhattan.

"Negi", as Santiago's family affectionately calls her, leaves rural Macun in 1961 to live in athree-room
tenement apartment with seven young siblings, an inquisitive grandmother, and a strict mother who won't
allow her to date. At thirteen, Negi yearns for her own bed, privacy, and alife with her father, who remains
in Puerto Rico. Trandating for Mami at the welfare office in the morning, starring as Cleopatra at New

Y ork's prestigious Performing Arts High School in the afternoons, and dancing salsaall night, she yearnsto
find balance between being American and being Puerto Rican. When Negi defies her mother by going on a
series of hilarious dates, she finds that independence brings its own set of challenges.

At once auniversally poignant coming-of-age tale and a brave and heartfelt immigrant's story, Almost a
Woman is Santiago's triumphant journey into womanhood.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Stacy Perry:

The guide untitled Almost a Woman: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book) is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
writer was did alot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Almost aWoman: A Memoir (A Merloyd
Lawrence Book) from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Robert Stitt:

The guide with title AlImost a Woman: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book) posesses alot of information
that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the
the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

William Burmeister:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
rea their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Almost aWoman: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book) can make you truly
feel more interested to read.

Richard Ault:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Almost a Woman: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book) we can have more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Almost a
Woman: A Memoir (A Merloyd Lawrence Book). Y ou can more appealing than now.
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