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This new entry in the Longman Library of World Biography series offers
the compelling story of Wu Zhao - one woman’s unlikely and remarkable
ascent to the apex of political power in the patriarchal society of traditional
China.
 
Wu Zhao, Woman Emperor of China is the account of the first and only female
emperor in China’s history. Set in vibrant, multi-ethnic Tang China, this
biography chronicles Wu Zhao’s humble beginnings as the daughter of a
provincial official, following her path to the inner palace, where she improbably
rose from a fifth-ranked concubine to becoming Empress. Using clever Buddhist
rhetoric, grandiose architecture, elegant court rituals, and an insidious network of
“cruel officials” to cow her many opponents in court, Wu Zhao inaugurated a
new dynasty in 690, the Zhou. She ruled as Emperor for fifteen years, proving
eminently competent in the arts of governance, deftly balancing factions in court,
staving off the encroachment of Turks and Tibetans, and fostering the state’s
economic growth.
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This new entry in the Longman Library of World Biography series offers the compelling story of Wu
Zhao - one woman’s unlikely and remarkable ascent to the apex of political power in the patriarchal
society of traditional China.
 
Wu Zhao, Woman Emperor of China is the account of the first and only female emperor in China’s history.
Set in vibrant, multi-ethnic Tang China, this biography chronicles Wu Zhao’s humble beginnings as the
daughter of a provincial official, following her path to the inner palace, where she improbably rose from a
fifth-ranked concubine to becoming Empress. Using clever Buddhist rhetoric, grandiose architecture, elegant
court rituals, and an insidious network of “cruel officials” to cow her many opponents in court, Wu Zhao
inaugurated a new dynasty in 690, the Zhou. She ruled as Emperor for fifteen years, proving eminently
competent in the arts of governance, deftly balancing factions in court, staving off the encroachment of
Turks and Tibetans, and fostering the state’s economic growth.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This new entry in the Longman Library of World Biography series offers the compelling story of Wu Zhao -
one woman's unlikely and remarkable ascent to the apex of political power in the patriarchal society of
traditional China. "Wu Zhao, Woman Emperor of China" is the account of the first and only female emperor
in China's history. Set in vibrant, multi-ethnic Tang China, this biography chronicles Wu Zhao's humble
beginnings as the daughter of a provincial official, following her path to the inner palace, where she
improbably rose from a fifth-ranked concubine to becoming Empress. Using clever Buddhist rhetoric,
grandiose architecture, elegant court rituals, and an insidious network of "cruel officials" to cow her many
opponents in court, Wu Zhao inaugurated a new dynasty in 690, the Zhou. She ruled as Emperor for fifteen
years, proving eminently competent in the arts of governance, deftly balancing factions in court, staving off
the encroachment of Turks and Tibetans, and fostering the state's economic growth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Crawford:

This Wu Zhao: China's Only Female Emperor tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Wu Zhao: China's Only Female Emperor can be one of many
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Wu Zhao:
China's Only Female Emperor forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Jeff Sanchez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Wu Zhao:
China's Only Female Emperor.

Bonnie Camacho:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their



hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Wu Zhao: China's Only Female Emperor can make you experience more interested to
read.

Cindy Mattis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Wu Zhao: China's Only
Female Emperor.
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