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Words in Action dedicates to the subject of film dialogue a comprehensive
exploration. The book analyzes a wide series of examples, perfectly chosen in
contemporary American mainstream cinema – from Gladiator to The Devil
Wears Prada, from Schindler’s List to A Beautiful Mind, from Collateral to The
Dark Knight – and, in some cases, also in prime time TV drama – ER, The West
Wing, House M.D., John Adams.
In a screenplay, the secrets of well written dialogue are hidden in the construction
of the scene, where every word should stem from the theme of the story. At the
light of this basic assumption, the book explores how Hollywood screenwriters
create verbal duels assigning characters different frames of values and making
the hero win by «reframing» what is at stake in the scene. The author elaborates
on how Oscar winner authors such as Paul Haggis, Aaron Sorkin and Steven
Zaillian create subtext. Finally, the book highlights the screenwriting techniques
to cover exposition, an issue which gives the author also the opportunity to
concentrate on the differences between dialogues in movies and in TV drama.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The success of Braga’s book is its ability to deliver strong screenwriting practice, whilst also taking a
rigorous approach to techniques of dialogue in screenplays using narrative theories and numerous industrial
script examples. In doing so, it represents a most welcome shift away from the paucity of serious scholarly
practice in many (or most) screenwriting manuals towards studies that deliver serious screenwriting
technique with well-researched examples from successful screenwriters working in the contemporary film
and television industries."
(Jamie Sherry, New Review of Film and Television Studies, Vol.14, No.3, 2016)

About the Author
Paolo Braga is Assistant Professor in Semiotics at the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan, where
he teaches Screenwriting. He has published extensively on the topics of the construction of empathy with
character and of U.S. television series. The rhetorical dimension of storytelling is his general research area.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tiffany Lyons:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Words in Action: Forms and techniques of film dialogue. Try to make
the book Words in Action: Forms and techniques of film dialogue as your close friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Kenneth Rogers:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific Words in Action: Forms and techniques of film
dialogue to read.



Patricia Whetsel:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Words in Action: Forms
and techniques of film dialogue that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you may pick Words in Action: Forms and techniques of film dialogue become
your own starter.

Lorraine Michael:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Words in Action: Forms
and techniques of film dialogue which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.
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