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This book tells the story of how the transition to democracy in South Africa
enfranchised blacks politically but without raising most of them from poverty. It
shows in detail how the continuing strength of the white establishment forces the
leaders of the African National Congress (ANC) to compromise plans for full
political and economic transformation. Deferring the economic transformation,
the new dispensation nurtures a small black elite. The new elite absorbs the
economic interests of the established white elites while continuing to share racial
identities with the majority of their countrymen, muffling the divisions between
rich whites and poor blacks, thus ensuring political stability in the new South
Africa.

Although democratic South Africa is officially "non-racial," the book shows that
racial solidarities continue to play a role in the country's political economy.
Ironically, racial identities, which ultimately proved the undoing of apartheid,
have come to the rescue of contemporary democratic capitalism. The author
explains how and why racial solidarities are being revamped, focusing
particularly on the role of black economic empowerment, the black bourgeoisie,
and how calls to represent the identities of black South Africans are having the
effect of substituting the racial interests of black elites for the economic interests
of the black poor.
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This book tells the story of how the transition to democracy in South Africa enfranchised blacks politically
but without raising most of them from poverty. It shows in detail how the continuing strength of the white
establishment forces the leaders of the African National Congress (ANC) to compromise plans for full
political and economic transformation. Deferring the economic transformation, the new dispensation nurtures
a small black elite. The new elite absorbs the economic interests of the established white elites while
continuing to share racial identities with the majority of their countrymen, muffling the divisions between
rich whites and poor blacks, thus ensuring political stability in the new South Africa.

Although democratic South Africa is officially "non-racial," the book shows that racial solidarities continue
to play a role in the country's political economy. Ironically, racial identities, which ultimately proved the
undoing of apartheid, have come to the rescue of contemporary democratic capitalism. The author explains
how and why racial solidarities are being revamped, focusing particularly on the role of black economic
empowerment, the black bourgeoisie, and how calls to represent the identities of black South Africans are
having the effect of substituting the racial interests of black elites for the economic interests of the black
poor.
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Editorial Review

Review
Why Race Matters in South Africa is rare and important work. A probing study of South African racialism
before and after apartheid, this is also social science with historical and theoretical depth, political theory
with deep empirical grounding, and political economy fruitfully supplemented by political theory and
cultural analysis. The writing is wonderfully clear and compelling, and the analysis is complex and
insightful. This book should be of interest to a wide range of scholars, including those in comparative
politics, African politics, state theory, theories of race and ethnicity, and political and cultural theories of
identity. (Wendy Brown, University of California, Berkeley)

Why Race Matters in South Africa is an important and timely book both for its theoretical and its empirical
contributions. It fills a void to engage what is an increasingly central debate on the politics of economic
power and race in South Africa and beyond. This book offers a thoughtful academic analysis of pressing
current issues which are central to any meaningful discussion of the very nature of democracy, identity, and
political economy (Elke Zuern, Sarah Lawrence College)

Why Race Matters is an exposure of the intimate link between racialism and political economic power, how
in Neville Alexander's words, a nonracial capitalism is impossible, as it is also a devastating critique of the
limitations of liberal non-racialism, conceived as the "representation of identities." But it is also, for political
theorists, a paradigmatic case study of a future perfect (not subjunctive) politics of the impossible, an
empirical enactment of a non-racialism to come. (Diane Rubenstein Political Theory 2010-08-01)

This book is a tour de force...[It's] a rich, subtle, and analytically powerful account of the persistence of race
in political and economic systems that are ostensibly race-blind. (Courtney Jung Comparativ 2008-02-01)

About the Author
Michael MacDonald is Frederick L. Schuman Professor of International Relations at Williams College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Walker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this Why Race Matters in South
Africa book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ashley Davis:

Here thing why this Why Race Matters in South Africa are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as



food or not. Why Race Matters in South Africa giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Why Race Matters in South Africa. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Why Race Matters in South Africa in e-book can be your alternate.

Kenneth Leishman:

The publication untitled Why Race Matters in South Africa is the book that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of Why Race Matters in South Africa from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Yolanda Matlock:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Why Race Matters in South Africa will give you new experience in reading a book.
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