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White Mughals is the romantic and ultimately tragic tale of a passionate love
affair that crossed and transcended all the cultural, religious and political
boundaries of its time.

James Achilles Kirkpatrick was the British Resident at the court of the Nizam of
Hyderabad when in 1798 he glimpsed Kahir un-Nissa—'Most excellent among
Women'—the great-niece of the Nizam's Prime Minister and a descendant of the
Prophet. Kirkpatrick had gone out to India as an ambitious soldier in the army of
the East India Company, eager to make his name in the conquest and subjection
of the subcontinent. Instead, he fell in love with Khair and overcame many
obstacles to marry her—not least of which was the fact that she was locked away
in purdah and engaged to a local nobleman. Eventually, while remaining
Resident, Kirkpatrick converted to Islam, and according to Indian sources even
became a double-agent working for the Hyderabadis against the East India
Company.

It is a remarkable story, involving secret assignations, court intrigue, harem
politics, religious and family disputes. But such things were not unknown; from
the early sixteenth century, when the Inquisition banned the Portuguese in Goa
from wearing the dhoti, to the eve of the Indian mutiny, the 'white Mughals' who
wore local dress and adopted Indian ways were a source of embarrassments to
successive colonial administrations. William Dalrymple unearths such colourful
figures as 'Hindoo Stuart', who travelled with his own team of Brahmins to
maintain his temple of idols, and who spent many years trying to persuade the
memsahibs of Calcutta to adopt the sari; and Sir David Ochterlony, Kirkpatrick's
counterpart in Delhi, who took all thirteen of his wives out for evening
promenades, each on the back of their own elephant.

In White Mughals, William Dalrymple discovers a world almost entirely
unexplored by history, and places at its centre a compelling tale of love,
seduction and betrayal. It possesses all the sweep and resonance of a great
nineteenth-century novel, set against a background of shifting alliances and the
manoeuvring of the great powers, the mercantile ambitions of the British and the
imperial dreams of Napoleon. White Mughals, the product of five years' writing

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=014200412X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=014200412X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=014200412X


and research, triumphantly confirms Dalrymple's reputation as one of the finest
writers at work today.
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White Mughals is the romantic and ultimately tragic tale of a passionate love affair that crossed and
transcended all the cultural, religious and political boundaries of its time.

James Achilles Kirkpatrick was the British Resident at the court of the Nizam of Hyderabad when in 1798 he
glimpsed Kahir un-Nissa—'Most excellent among Women'—the great-niece of the Nizam's Prime Minister
and a descendant of the Prophet. Kirkpatrick had gone out to India as an ambitious soldier in the army of the
East India Company, eager to make his name in the conquest and subjection of the subcontinent. Instead, he
fell in love with Khair and overcame many obstacles to marry her—not least of which was the fact that she
was locked away in purdah and engaged to a local nobleman. Eventually, while remaining Resident,
Kirkpatrick converted to Islam, and according to Indian sources even became a double-agent working for the
Hyderabadis against the East India Company.

It is a remarkable story, involving secret assignations, court intrigue, harem politics, religious and family
disputes. But such things were not unknown; from the early sixteenth century, when the Inquisition banned
the Portuguese in Goa from wearing the dhoti, to the eve of the Indian mutiny, the 'white Mughals' who wore
local dress and adopted Indian ways were a source of embarrassments to successive colonial administrations.
William Dalrymple unearths such colourful figures as 'Hindoo Stuart', who travelled with his own team of
Brahmins to maintain his temple of idols, and who spent many years trying to persuade the memsahibs of
Calcutta to adopt the sari; and Sir David Ochterlony, Kirkpatrick's counterpart in Delhi, who took all thirteen
of his wives out for evening promenades, each on the back of their own elephant.

In White Mughals, William Dalrymple discovers a world almost entirely unexplored by history, and places
at its centre a compelling tale of love, seduction and betrayal. It possesses all the sweep and resonance of a
great nineteenth-century novel, set against a background of shifting alliances and the manoeuvring of the
great powers, the mercantile ambitions of the British and the imperial dreams of Napoleon. White Mughals,
the product of five years' writing and research, triumphantly confirms Dalrymple's reputation as one of the
finest writers at work today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Dalrymple, author of the bestselling In Xanadu, now anchors himself in India around the turn of the 19th
century to focus on James Kirkpatrick, an officer for the East India Company and the British Resident,
representing the British government, in the Indian city-state of Hyderabad. Kirkpatrick, who converted to
Islam and, after a celebrated and notorious romance, married Khair un-Nissa, the teenage great-niece of the
region's prime minister, exemplifies the "White Mughals," British colonialists who "went native." One of the
book's strengths is its stunningly detailed depiction of day-to-day life-gardens, food, sexual mores, modes of
travel and architecture-and portraits of British governors-general, Indian politicians, their wives and families,
and adventurers. It is also an astute study of the political complications Kirkpatrick faced because of his
conversion and cross-cultural marriage, and the difficulties his divided loyalties caused him in his role as
agent of the increasingly imperialistic British. But most suspenseful is the fate of Kirkpatrick's willful and
charismatic wife, just 19 when he died in 1805, and the fate of their children. The twists and turns in the life
of their daughter-sent to England when she was five, never to return to India or see her mother again-are
fascinating. Dalrymple makes note of the present schism, which some believe unbridgeable, between
Western and Eastern civilizations and Kirkpatrick's tale as a counterexample that the two can meet. Illus.,
maps.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
At the end of the eighteenth century, James Achilles Kirkpatrick, the promising young British Resident at the
Shia court of Hyderabad, fell in love with Khair un-Nissa, an adolescent noblewoman and a descendant of
the Prophet Muhammad. The story of their romance and semi-secret marriage endured in local legend and
family lore but was otherwise forgotten. After five years' work with a trove of documents in several
languages, Dalrymple has emerged not only with a gripping tale of politics and power but also with evidence
of the surprising extent of cultural exchange in pre-Victorian India, before the arrogance of empire set in. His
book, ambitious in scope and rich in detail, demonstrates that a century before Kipling's "never the
twain"—and two centuries before neocons and radical Islamists trumpeted the clash of civilizations—the
story of the Westerner in Muslim India was one not of conquest but of appreciation, adaptation, and
seduction.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Booklist
Dalrymple has successfully interwoven history and romance into an absolutely fascinating overview of the
often ambivalent and conflicted relationships between British colonists and native Indians. At the center of
this compelling slice of social history is the true story of the passionate love affair between Jaynes
Kirkpatrick, British ambassador to the Court of Hyderabad and an officer of the East India Company, and a
young Muslim princess. Defying convention, Kirkpatrick not only took Khair-unNissa, the great-niece of the
region's prime minister, as his mistress, but he eventually converted to Islam and married her, initiating a
scandal that rocked two cultures. In addition to recounting this stirring love story, the author also
successfully communicates the almost mystical hold that lushly exotic India exerted over quite a few British
nationals who "turned Turk" during the colonial era. Dalrymple breaks down the facade of conventional
historical stereotypes, painting a richly textured portrait of an imperial India in which racial and cultural
relationships were surprisingly fluid and complex. Margaret Flanagan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India will give you a new experience in reading a
book.

Warren Zeigler:

Beside that White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book in addition to read it from currently!

Justin Belz:

You may get this White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Thomas Schroeder:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book White
Mughals: Love and Betrayal in Eighteenth-Century India. You can more appealing than now.
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