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One of the most extraordinary spaces on earth, Jerusalem's Esplanade has been
regarded as sacred for about three millennia. For Judaism, it is the holiest space,
where the Solomonic and Herodian Temples once stood and where, in the
messianic age, the Temple is to be rebuilt at God's behest. For Christendom, it is
the site of the Herodian Temple, which Jesus repeatedly visited, foretelling its
destruction and announcing the advent of a new, spiritual worship of God. For
Islam, it is the holy space to which the Prophet Muhammad traveled on his
mystical Night-Journey and Ascension, and which holds the Dome of the Rock
and the Aqsa Mosque.

Where Heaven and Earth Meet is an unprecedented endeavor. For the first time,
an Israeli, a Palestinian, and a Dominican institute of higher learning, all located
in Jerusalem, have jointly sponsored a volume dealing with Jerusalem's sacred
Esplanade—not only with its monuments, but also with the conflicting emotions
they have aroused over the ages and with the passions they ignite today. The
book contains eleven articles written by leading experts on the various periods,
which add up to an authoritative, up-to-date account of the site's history; as well
as five thematic essays, ranging from the site considered as a work of art to its
roles in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim thought; a photographic dossier; and three
personal views by the presidents of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Al-
Quds University, as well as by Carlo Maria Cardinal Martini.

Copublished with Yad Ben-Zvi Press
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One of the most extraordinary spaces on earth, Jerusalem's Esplanade has been regarded as sacred for about
three millennia. For Judaism, it is the holiest space, where the Solomonic and Herodian Temples once stood
and where, in the messianic age, the Temple is to be rebuilt at God's behest. For Christendom, it is the site of
the Herodian Temple, which Jesus repeatedly visited, foretelling its destruction and announcing the advent of
a new, spiritual worship of God. For Islam, it is the holy space to which the Prophet Muhammad traveled on
his mystical Night-Journey and Ascension, and which holds the Dome of the Rock and the Aqsa Mosque.

Where Heaven and Earth Meet is an unprecedented endeavor. For the first time, an Israeli, a Palestinian, and
a Dominican institute of higher learning, all located in Jerusalem, have jointly sponsored a volume dealing
with Jerusalem's sacred Esplanade—not only with its monuments, but also with the conflicting emotions
they have aroused over the ages and with the passions they ignite today. The book contains eleven articles
written by leading experts on the various periods, which add up to an authoritative, up-to-date account of the
site's history; as well as five thematic essays, ranging from the site considered as a work of art to its roles in
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim thought; a photographic dossier; and three personal views by the presidents of
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
What this book calls Jerusalem’s sacred esplanade is also known as the Temple Mount (by Jews and
Christians) and the Noble Sanctuary (by Muslims.) It has been a sacred site for more than 3,000 years and
the source of bloodshed and tears as it was won and lost. Often, its history is told from the point of view of
one side or the other, but here, rather remarkably, the three voices come together in one volume. Scholars
from all three religions, under the auspices of an Israeli, a Palestinian, and a Dominican institution, write
about the history and archaeology of the esplanade in 11 articles and 5 thematic essays that consider the
artistic history of the site as well as offering three more personal views on its significance. Executed with
care and respect, this volume will be of great interest to the lay audience. The many black-and-white and
color photographs (along with maps) will immediately draw in readers, who will come away with an
understanding of both the passions that this sacred space arouses and its importance to the Holy Land—and
the world—today. --Ilene Cooper

About the Author
OLEG GRABAR is Professor Emeritus at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey.
Grabar’s books include Epic Images and Contemporary History: The Illustrations of the Great Mongol
Shahnama; The Mediation of Ornament; The Shape of the Holy: Early Islamic Jerusalem; Late Antiquity: A
Guide to the Post-Classical World; The Art and Architecture of Islam 650–1250; Mostly Miniatures; and
eighty-three articles gathered in four volumes under the title Constructing the Study of Islamic Art.

BENJAMIN Z. KEDAR is Professor Emeritus at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irene Vaughan:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Where Heaven and Earth Meet:
Jerusalem's Sacred Esplanade (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit).

Carolyn Robles:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Where Heaven and Earth Meet: Jerusalem's Sacred
Esplanade (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) seemed to be making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The book Where Heaven and Earth Meet: Jerusalem's Sacred Esplanade (Jamal and

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Where Heaven and Earth Meet: Jerusalem's Sacred
Esplanade (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit). You never feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Teresa Dillard:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Where Heaven and Earth Meet: Jerusalem's Sacred
Esplanade (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Where Heaven and Earth Meet: Jerusalem's Sacred Esplanade (Jamal
and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit).

Coleman Bailey:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Where Heaven and Earth Meet: Jerusalem's
Sacred Esplanade (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Where Heaven and Earth Meet:
Jerusalem's Sacred Esplanade (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) can to be your
brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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