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The Rise of Tamil Separatism
in Sri Lanka

Among the examples of civil wars, armed secessionist movements and minority
uprisings in the world today, many involve conflict between a minority group’s
aim for political self-determination, and the nation state’ s resistance to any
diminution of sovereignty. With the expansion of the international regime of
human rights, minority groups have reconceptualised their struggle with the
understanding that a minority which islinguistically, religiously or ethnically
distinctive is entitled to self-determination if their aspirations cannot be met.

This book explores the relationship between minority rights, self-determination
and secession within international law, by contextualising these issuesin a
detailed case study of the rise of Tamil separatism in Sri Lanka. Welhengama and
Pillay show how Tamil communalism hardened into secession and assess
whether the Sri Lankan government has met its obligations with respect to the
right to self-determination short of secession. Focusing on the legal and human
rights arguments for secession by the Tamil community of the North and East of
Sri Lanka, the book demonstrates how the language of international law and
international human rights played a major role in the development of the
arguments for secession. Through a close examination of the case of the Tamil’s
secessionist movement the book presents valuable insights into why modern
nation states find themselves threatened by separatist claims and bids for
independence based on ethnicity.
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Among the examples of civil wars, armed secessionist movements and minority uprisings in the world today,
many involve conflict between aminority group’s aim for political self-determination, and the nation state's
resistance to any diminution of sovereignty. With the expansion of the international regime of human rights,
minority groups have reconceptualised their struggle with the understanding that a minority whichis
linguistically, religiously or ethnically distinctive is entitled to self-determination if their aspirations cannot
be met.

This book explores the relationship between minority rights, self-determination and secession within
international law, by contextualising these issuesin adetailed case study of the rise of Tamil separatism in
Sri Lanka. Welhengama and Pillay show how Tamil communalism hardened into secession and assess
whether the Sri Lankan government has met its obligations with respect to the right to self-determination
short of secession. Focusing on the legal and human rights arguments for secession by the Tamil community
of the North and East of Sri Lanka, the book demonstrates how the language of international law and
international human rights played a major role in the development of the arguments for secession. Through a
close examination of the case of the Tamil’ s secessionist movement the book presents valuable insights into
why modern nation states find themselves threatened by separatist claims and bids for independence based
on ethnicity.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

G. Welhengamaiis now retired but was previously principle of the Liverpool Community College. He was a
lawyer and judge in Sri Lanka and also stood as an MP for the Rajapaksha party in Sri Lanka, before
teaching at Liverpool John Moores University in the Faculty of Law.

Nirmala Pillay is senior lecturer in law at Liverpool John Moores University, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Scott Barbour:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From
Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in International Law).

Betty Walsh:

The book The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge
Research in International Law) can give more knowledge and a so the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like abook The Rise of Tamil Separatismin Sri
Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in International Law)? Some of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book The Rise of Tamil Separatismin Sri
Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in International Law) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by
wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Davenport:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a book will give you alot of new



information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge
Research in International Law), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book.

Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

ValeriaMay:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but novel and The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From
Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in International Law) or maybe others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Rise of Tamil Separatism
in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in International Law) to make your
gpare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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