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Neil Duxbury examines how precedents constrain legal decision-makers and how
legal decision-makers relax and avoid those constraints. There is no single
principle or theory which explains the authority of precedent but rather a number
of arguments which raise rebuttable presumptions in favour of precedent-
following. This book examines the force and the limitations of these arguments
and shows that although the principal requirement of the doctrine of precedent is
that courts respect earlier judicial decisions on materially identical facts, the
doctrine also requires courts to depart from such decisions when following them
would perpetuate legal error or injustice. Not only do judicial precedents not
'bind' judges in the classical-positivist sense, but, were they to do so, they would
be ill suited to common-law decision-making. Combining historical inquiry and
philosophical analysis, this book will assist anyone seeking to understand how
precedent operates as a common-law doctrine.
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relax and avoid those constraints. There is no single principle or theory which explains the authority of
precedent but rather a number of arguments which raise rebuttable presumptions in favour of precedent-
following. This book examines the force and the limitations of these arguments and shows that although the
principal requirement of the doctrine of precedent is that courts respect earlier judicial decisions on
materially identical facts, the doctrine also requires courts to depart from such decisions when following
them would perpetuate legal error or injustice. Not only do judicial precedents not 'bind' judges in the
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how precedent operates as a common-law doctrine.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...For the American reader concerned with precedent in constitutional law, there is much food for thought..."
--Matthew J. Franck, Radford University; Visiting Fellow, Princeton University, The Law and Politics
Book Review

About the Author
Neil Duxbury is Professor of Law at the London School of Economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Nature and Authority of Precedent? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Frank Johnson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Nature and Authority of Precedent will give you new experience in examining a book.

Mary Summers:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Nature and Authority of Precedent. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this book you can get many advantages.



Jeffrey Baptiste:

You may get this The Nature and Authority of Precedent by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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